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Commencement 2001 


Two students 
selected to speak 
at graduation 


Students 
Rose Elliott 
of Lawrence 
and Janna- 
ruth Jenner 
of Atkinson 
have been selected to address 
their fellow graduates during 
the NECC Commencement ex- 
ercises May 19. 
~) Elliott, a liberal arts major, 
is the daughter of missionaries 
and spent 15 years of her early 
life living in Puerto Rico. Only 
recently, at the age of 19, did 
she return to Lawrence and 
enroll at NECC. 

She has maintained a per- 
fect 4.0 grade point average 
while teaching Sunday school 
and actively participating in stu- 
dent drama productions and the 
NECC Chorus. 

Described by nominating 
professor Carol Barron as a 
writer with “graceful displays 
of insight and intelligence,” she 
has had her original poetry pub- 
lished in Parnassus, the college’s 
inter-arts magazine. 

“Rose is a young woman of 
impressive potential and an 
unusually gifted student,” 
Barron said. 

Jannaruth Jenner is a liberal 
arts/psychology transfer major 
with a 4.0 cumulative grade 
point average. 

The mother of four has been 
very active while at NECC par- 
ticipating the Music Club, the 
Student Leadership Develop- 
ment Program and the Peer 
Tutor program. 

As part of the NECC Honors 
Program, she is conducting re- 
search into the expectations and 
realities of relationships, espe- 
cially marriage. 

In addition, she does volun- 
teer work for the Universalist 
Unitarian Church in Haverhill 
and is completing an intern- 
ship with the college’s depart- 
ment of Specialized Student 
Services. 


See COMMENCEMENT, page 6 


Media icon honored at community service awards 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


itting at the front of the 
S library conference area, a 

smile warmed his face as he 
nodded greetings to those still 
hunting for an empty seat. His 
face is so strikingly familiar that 
he could be your neighbor, or that 
old friend you run into in the 
frozen food section of the super- 
market. 

On April 24, NECC presented 
community. service/learning 
awards to students, staff, men- 
tors and distinguished media hon- 
orees, WBZ-TV 4 News anchor Jack 
Williams, and WCVB-TV 5 anchor 
Anthony Everett. 

“Tt is so wonderful to see people 
get involved and to care,” Will- 
iams said. “Whether it is volun- 
teering or just random acts of 
kindness, Ican not encourage you 
enough to get more involved, and 
to make a difference in peoples 
lives.” 

Williams has been welcomed 
into our living rooms, since be- 
coming a television journalist in 
1968. He has helped raise more 
than $2.5 million for the Massa- 


See MEDIA, page 6 
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Barbara Polletta photo 
FATHER OF WEDNESDAY'S CHILD: Jack Williams, news anchor for WBZ, spoke at the Community 
Service Awards about his fight to change people’s lives and find homes for special children. Seated at 
right is President David Hartleb. 


NECC leadership program recognized for excellence 


By ED HUDSON 
Contributing Reporter 


This past year the college’s Stu- 
dent Leadership Development Pro- 
gram received a pair of awards for 
its excellence. The Senior Student 
Affairs Officers (SSAO) of Massa- 
chusetts community colleges 
awarded the program with their 
“Outstanding Program” award for 
the best student affairs program- 
ming among community colleges 
in the state. 

NECC’s program was one of 
only two among the state’s com- 
munity colleges to receive such an 
award. 

Nita Lamborghini, assistant 
dean of college life and healthy 
living, said over the last three years 
256 students have participated in 
the program and 72 students have 
earned emerging leadership cer- 


tificates of distinction. “We’re 
pretty proud of it,” Lamborghini 
said. “Response from students has 
been great.” 

The program also received an 
“Exemplary Practice” award from 
the National Council on Student 
Development (NCSD). It is “kind of 
nice because it’s a national award,” 
Lamborghini said. 

The NCSD awards committee 
awarded the college’s program 
because it was judged as highly 
innovative and a model of the best 
practice in the field of student 
leadership development. 

The mission of NECC’s program 
is to assist students in developing 
leadership and career related skills. 
Through workshops and commu- 
nity service learning, students 
begin to develop their own unique 
leadership style and build a base 
of transferable skills that lead to 


academics, civic and professional 
success. 

“The workshops help them de- 
velop skills that are useful,” 
Lamborghini said. “We try to de- 
sign the program that way so that 
it would appeal to students.” 

According to Lamborghini, it is 
a collaborative program put to- 
gether by two different “units” 
(The Career Development Center, 
and College Life and Healthy Liv- 
ing) at the college who came to- 
gether to implement the program. 

“A lot of the faculty and staff 
involvement has been great,” 
Lamborghini added. 

Students can become involved 
by being recommended by a fac- 
ulty or staff member or complet- 
ing an application and meeting 
with Dina Brown, the coordinator 
of student activities. 

Applications are available in 


the Student Activities and Orien- 
tation Department, at summer 
registration and during fall “Wel- 
come Week.” 

Students recommended for the 
program receive an invitation from 
President David Hartleb and the 
Vice President Mary Ellen Ashley 
to attend the program orienta- 
tion. 

Lamborghini said the college 
tries to get feedback and make 
changes where it would be helpful. 

“We survey the students in- 
volved and it has been really posi- 
tive,” she said. “They strengthen 
their leadership skills.” 

NECC is one of the few commu- 
nity colleges that does this kind of 
program, Lamborghini said. 

“We are really sort of leading 
the way and helping other col- 
leges develop their own programs,” 
she said. 
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Congratulations to 
the Class of 2001 


It is common knowledge 
that this school encompasses a 
diverse student body—more so 
than four year colleges. A great 
number of NECC’s students 
have had to deal with many 


adversities. A lot of the stu- 
dents have the odds stacked up 
against them, and graduating 
this May is absolutely some- 
thing of which they should be 
proud. 

The students’ ages and rea- 
sons for being at NECC vary 
greatly. Some people are here 
because of financial situations, 
others because they have chil- 
dren, or possibly because they 
didn’t live up to their full po- 
tential in high school. Or maybe 
they just didn’t want to be too 


In an April 25 Observer article 
reporting planned faculty layoffs, 
Michael Nutter, president of the 
faculty association, was mis- 
quoted. His quote should have 
read: “It is said to be ostensibly 
[note: not “extensively”| due to 
falling enrollment, but the faculty 
contract prohibits layoffs for that 
sole reason.” 


far from home. In any case, 
there are numerous reasons 
why it is such a great accom- 
plishment for so many people 
receiving their diplomas this 
year. 

When looking back, in ret- 
rospect, at your time at NECC, 
focus on the fonder memories. 
Remember the professors that 
reached out to help you, or 
pushed you to work harder 
than you normally would have. 
Don’t let all those memories 
slip away so easily. 

Many students arrive at 
NECC unsure about many 
things. But through taking 
classes and interacting with 
the students and teachers, one 
can gain a much better idea of 
Self and interests. 

This expansion of mind and 
spirit is not something that 
one can achieve over night. 
Many hours of studying and 
hard work go into it. All of the 
graduates should be proud and 
hold their heads high when 
they receive their respective 
diplomas on May 19. 

So, the Observer would like 
to sincerely congratulate the 
graduating Class of 2001. 
And to the returning stu- 
dents: enjoy your summer, and 
rest up for the fall semester. 
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_ jim Britigan, Undecided 


What 


-NY-GAWD! ROBERT DOWNEY JR 
Fate SNORTED ALLY NCBEAL! 


are your plans 


for the summer? 


“I’m going to work a full-time job 
and enjoy my weekends as much 


as possible.” 


Timothy Mallory, 

Sign Language Interpreter 

“lm going to work as little as 
possible and go to Disney.” 


Tim Carter, Web Design 

“Tm directing a show, working 
three jobs, and cosuming as much 
alcohol as possible.” 


Charlotte Gulezian, Philosophy 
“Tm going to drive across the 
country and have adventures with 
the strange folks I meet.” 


Photos by Aaron Foss 


Eric Salvi, Undecided 
“Tm going to go to Florida and 
spend time with my girlfriend.” 


Jillian McLaughlin, 
Sign Language Interpreter 
“Working and vacationing.” 
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Message to the censors: Leave the written word alone! 


@ The censorship in 
this country is out of 
control 


AARON FOSS 


Censorship. 
First ciga- 
rettes and 
now books. 
It’s really 
sad that | 
have to 
write about 
the same 
thing two 
weeks in a 
row, especially since this is my 
last column until the fall. But since 
I like to think I am a voice for the 
people, here we go again. 

I'm sure that everyone has 
heard of Banned Books Week, but 
for all my fellow humanoids that 
haven’t, Banned Books Week takes 
place in September each year. The 
point ofit is to bring awareness to 
books that are being challenged 
and to fight for the right to keep 
them. 

Now I would say, and I’m sure 
everyone agrees with me, that no 
book will ever be banned from 
every place. Occasionally, a book 


may be banned from a particular 
school or college, but there is no 
way in hell any book will be banned 
everywhere. 

So if 'm not worried about 
books getting banned, why am I 
writing this column? Once again, 
like the cigarettes, it’s all about 
the principle. People should get a 
life when it comes to this censor- 
ship crap. 

I am an avid book reader and 
my absolute favorite author is 
Dean Koontz. As I was going 
through the American Library 
Association web site, looking at 
their list of frequently chal- 
lenged books, I came across one 


of my favorite Koontz novels, 
Night Chills. wondered why this 
book was on their list, so I went 
home and skimmed through my 
copy. Aside from a few swears 
there was nothing at all offen- 
sive. 

So why is it on the list? Who 
cares! There shouldn’t be a list in 
the first place! These people have 
nothing better to do than sit ina 
library, reading random books 
and saying, “Damn, this offends 
me. This book has swears in it. I 
must ban it from all stores and 
all schools worldwide.” 

If you don’t like a book then 
don’t read it. It’s as simple as 


that. The fact that these people 
have nothing better to do is al- 
most as sad as the ending of Old 
Yeller. 

There is nothing wrong with 
using swears in a book, nothing 
wrong with brutally describing 
a murder, nothing wrong with 
describing two people in the 
process of having sex. There is a 
reason nothing is wrong with it 
though. . . what was it... 
hmmmmmm.. .Oh yeah, the 
people in book are freaking fic- 
tional! 

These censorship groups are 
unbelievable. Look over at the 
side bar. Have you seen the books 
that they have challenged re- 
cently? Those books are classic 
novels. I read some of them in 
fifth grade and I’m fine. 

They want to ban Huck Finn 
because it has a well-known de- 
rogatory term for African-Ameri- 
cans. Well guess what, in the 
1800’s, when Mark Twain wrote 
the book, it was politically cor- 
rect. Just because times have 
changed and it’s not an accept- 
able term anymore doesn’t mean 
that books written when it was 
acceptable should be censored. 

Hey, here’s an idea. Why don’t 
we ban How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas? You know all the 


Grinches out there must be of- 
fended. You know, he lives up 
all alone on Mt. Crumpet and 
forces his dog to wear reindeer 
antlers. That’s animal abuse! 
And if he steals Christmas isn’t 
that implying that the Grinch 
species is dishonest. Yeah, and 
maybe the Grinch is gay too. Or 
a child molester. Or a mass 
murderer. 

Sarcasm is great, isn’t it 
folks? 

Alright folks, time to bring 
it home. 

Will everyone who feels the 
need to censor books, movies, 
MTV, cigarettes, eating meat, 
wearing furs, pro wrestling, sex 
on the internet, or anything 
else just remember what coun- 
try you live in, and let people 
decide for themselves what they 
like. 

Because that’s the American 
way. Making decisions for your- 
self and choosing what you like. 
Having the right to choose what 
you eat, wear , watch and read. 
If you can’t, please move to 
Russia. 


Aaron Foss is the Observer's Opinion 
Editor. He can be reached at 
adogg2000@yahoo.com 


LETTERS 40 THE Eprror . : 


The reality of our times dictates 
President Hartleb's actions 


To the Editor: 


Mr. Johnson’s tries hard to con- 
struct the new Tech Center as an 
Egyptian Pyramid. [“The 'Tech Cen- 
ter Sphinx' will produce servants 
indentured to industry,” April 25.} 

Refering to “slaves” and 
“Pharoahs”, he plays on our emo- 
tions in the worse possible way. 

He ignores the fact that most of 
the students at NECC are here for 
the very purpose of gaining market- 
able skills. It would be scandalous if 
Pres. Hartleb ignored this reality. 
Most students want good jobs that 
pay a living wage. The fact that a lot 
of these jobs happen to be in the 
high-tech area is something no com- 
munity college can ignore. 

Pres. Hartleb is not alone when 
he says he does not see the Perform- 
ing Arts as Liberal Arts. 

Many fine colleges and educa- 
tors agree with him. But rather 
than try to understand the issues of 
concern, Mr. Johnson simply attacks 
whereever and whenever he can. 
The reality is that Merrimack Col- 
lege raised money to build a Per- 
forming Arts Theatre and now they 
are having trouble paying for it. 
Hartleb has a responsibility to every 
NECC student and taxpayer. Don’t 
fault him for listening to the money- 
raising experts. The reality of our 
times dictate his actions. 

To describe high-tech workers as 
“drones” shows Mr. Johnson’s lack 
of understanding of the high-tech 
field. In many colleges, Computer 
Science is considered a Liberal Art. 
Our Computer Science students are 


encouraged to take Liberal Art 
courses. To be a fully functional 
and creative member of society, 
the Liberal Arts need to be at the 
core. Liberal Art courses teach 
students how to understand and 
affect their world. Our Computer 
Science students are not “drones”. 
Because of what they know, they 
have some control over their lives 
and will have a hand in creating 
solutions to problems ofthe present 
and the future. The fact that Pres. 
Hartleb recognizes that this type of 
knowledge empowers our students 
speaks to his vision. 

Mr. Johnson then describes the 
“meager sustenance” our tech pro- 
gram graduates will be subjected 
to. He needs to do a little home- 
work and see how wrong he is. The 
jobs and the money and the future 
are there for our graduates. 

It is an economic reality. To 
deny it is foolishness. 

Finally, you close by saying Pres. 
Hartleb is trying to ingratiate him- 
self to industry by somehow pro- 
viding his students to them as fod- 
der for their mills. In reality, Pres. 
Hartleb is trying to do what is best 
for our students. 

He has no reason to ingratiate 
himself to industry. He is a college 
president with many responsibili- 
ties to many constituents but stu- 
dents have to be and are at the core 
of who he is. 


George Medelinskas 
Professor 
Computer and Information Sciences 


President Hartleb deserves merit increase 
for leadership and commitment to NECC 


To the Editor: 


I am writing to voice my opin- 
ion, as a NECC student, to the 
Observer editorial regarding the 
recent merit pay increase for Presi- 
dent David Hartleb. In my opin- 
ion, Dr. Hartleb has done a fantas- 
tic job over the past five years, and 
certainly deserves the merit in- 
crease. 

First, as a lifelong resident of 
the Merrimack Valley, I have ob- 
served a tremendous positive 
change and transition of the col- 


What's on your mind? 


Send your 
letter to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


lege. One from low self-esteem 
and eroding enrollment to a high 
profile, strong local presence with 
a vital commitment to student 
success through new programs 
and enhanced facilities. 

Second, Dr. Hartleb has pro- 
vided leadership, direction and 
hard work to bring us into the 
twenty-first century. On any given 
day, the local press is filled with 
stories illustrating many examples 
of positive results of his hard work. 
Whether it is serving on the state 
Workforce Investment Board, cre- 


ating educational partnerships, 
expanding a campus in Lawrence 
or fighting for extra resources for 
the college, it works! 

Finally I feel that president 
Hartleb has an open-door policy, 
with a strong commitment to pro- 
viding students, faculty and staff 
with a solid direction for the fu- 
ture. Simply, he listens, deliber- 
ates and acts. .. a true and admi- 
rable quality in a leader. 


John McGuire 
NECC Student 


_ Our graduates aren't just well-educated — 


they're well-prepared! 


ANSFE 


Simmons graduates are authors, artists, 
doctors, judges, mayors, movie producers, 
entrepreneurs and CEQs. And the list goes 


on and on, 


For nearly 100 years, we have prepared 
women to meet their career and life goals. 


Experience our small classes, accessible 
faculty, and location in the heart of Boston's 


educational, medical, and cultural 


communities. 


Find out more about Simmons graduates. 


To Find Out More 
» Undergraduate 
Admission 
637.421.2051 
ugadm@ simmons edu 
» Dix Scholars 
(23 years and older) 
617.421.2500 
dix@simmons.edu 
» Simmons College 
900 The Fenway 
Boston. MA 02115 
(Call to reserve 
free parking.) 


SIMMONG! oe 


AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 


@ Page 4 NECC Observer, Wednesday, May 9, 2001 


Waiting for the magical age 
of wisdom and happiness 


the, * last 
week ofa se- 
mester is 
usually 
crunch time 
and just 
when you 
think that 
you have ev- 
erything un- 
der control 
something 
happens and turns everything up- 
side down and all the little prob- 
lems that you need to avoid come 
to surface. 

This is probably not a com- 
mon case but this is what hap- 
pened to me, and I thought that 
maybe sharing it would help oth- 
ers who are stressed, feel they 
are not alone. 

Somebody once told me that 
your twenties are probably the 
hardest years of your life, just 
because this is the time when 
you have to figure out who you 
are, what you want to do in life 
and you are probably looking for 
the person that will potentially 
share the rest of your life with 
you. 

Besides your making the tran- 
sition from being a teenager the 
age when nothing seems right 
and you are struggling to fit in, 
to being a young adult who basi- 
cally has no clue about anything. 

During most of your teenage 
years you hope that you will 
overcome this phase of your life 
and become an adult that can 
make decisions. 

Most teenagers hate being in 
this stage and don’t live the mo- 
ment simply because they can’t 
wait to be older, and it can be 
hard because they are basically 
in the twilight zone, they are not 
an adult yet but they are not a 
child anymore. 

When I was younger I wanted 
badly to reach that age where I 
could call myself an adult and 
that other people could see me 
as one. 


In case you 
daisd na. t 
know, sum- 
mer is al- 
most here. 
If it were 
any closer 
wewouldall 
be tan, 
grades 
would be 
closed, and you wouldn’t be read- 
ing this. So, luckily for me, it’s 
not. 

This is my last article for the 
semester and I couldn’t find too 
much to say. There is probably 
news to be covered and scandals 
to expose, but I wanted to end the 
semester with a positive feel-good- 
vibe. 


Ironically though, now that I 
am an adult and have the ability 
to make my own choices I wish 
I could go back to not having to 
worry about anything. Some- 
times I just wish I could back to 
the time when someone else 
provided everything for me and 
made all my decisions for me. 

I might be wrong and mak- 
ing a terrible generalization but 
I find that most people my age 
dread confrontation as their 
worst enemy; we would rather 
be dead than to confront our 
problems. 

It just seems so much better 
to ignore things; maybe it seems 
more intelligent to let things 
flow. 

But what goes around comes 
around and eventually every- 
body has to confront their prob- 
lems unless they want to be 
stuck, I find that you can’t re- 
ally move on in life when you 
have issues that have not yet 
been resolved. 

I often thought that some- 
thing was wrong with me be- 
cause I just couldn’t get my act 
together, I mean I kind of know 
what I want out of my life but 
I’m not really sure. 

This stressed me out for a 
while but then I started to real- 
ize that almost nobody knows 
what they really want out of 
life. 

Most young people like my- 
self are struggling whether it is 
economically or socially, it is 
too complicated to deal with a 
job, school, paying bills and po- 
tentially a relationship that can 
often cause heartaches. 

In any case if you are having 
one of those days when life just 
doesn’t seem to work out for 
you and everything that could 
go wrong does, don’t worry I 
assure you it happens to every- 
body more often than you would 
think so. 

Take a mental health day and 
have an ice cream, ice cream 
can be the sweetest solution to 
any major existentialist crisis. 


The search to find this “posi- 
tive feel-good-vibe” led me to the 
bathroom, because as I started to 
type I noticed a distinct odor com- 
ing from my fresh-out-of-bed body. 

Iran to the bathroom and made 
sure that my rubber ducky and 
Elmo shampoo were in place, then 
I proceed to wash to funk out. OUT 
BABY, OUT! All the while singing 
the Beach Boys’, "Good Vibrations", 
and dreaming of pink sanded 
beaches with tiki torches and pine 
trees. 

Where the pine trees came from 
is beyond me. My psychology pro- 
fessor seems to think it was from 
my upbringing in the deep woods 
of Antarctica. Don’t ask. 

She also said that I should re- 
turn home and bring the knowl- 
edge I have acquired here at North- 
ern Essex to the people. 

This knowledge consists ofhow 


Christian college has different atmosphere 


@ When deciding 
between two colleges, 
quality of education is 
the main factor 


After 
graduat- 
ing high 
school in 
1996, I at- 
tended 
Eastern 
Nazarene 
College, a 
Se txal lol 
Christian 
college in Quincy. I have always 
been a Christian, and I have inten- 
tions of attending a Christian col- 
lege again. 

The ENC Web site says: “The 
mission of Eastern Nazarene Col- 
lege is to serve God, the Church, 


to swindle a good parking space by 
driving up on the curb, whichI am 
sure will come in handy for all the 
snowmobiliers’ at the local Yurt. 

But, my vibe doesn’t stop there, 
oh no; I got more Mack than a 
Cadillac. Dressed fresh, like a mil- 
lion bucks, I sit own to type with 
my all blue chucks. Started to 
type, stopped short, oh no. I went 
back in I forgot my, well everybody 
knows what Snoop Dogg forgot, 
but I forgot my yo-yo. 

I didn’t dilly or dally I got down 
to some serious vibe searching, 
and comprised a masterpiece, a 
vibe-a-luscious, jazz-a-matotious, 
word-loving masterpiece. The 
news is, this cat got his groove 
back, and just in time. 

Just in time to entertain you 
with some loven fresh from the 
easy bake oven. Has anyone ever 
tried the devil’s food cake that you 


and the World by providing a qual- 
ity liberal arts education to stu- 
dents of all ages. Consistent with 
its Wesleyan heritage, ENC seeks 
to create and maintain an envi- 
ronment which awakens and fos- 
ters truth, righteousness, justice, 
and holiness as made possible by 
God’s transforming grace through 
Jesus Christ.” 

Living at a Christian college 
had its advantages. Most of the 
time, before we took an exam, 
our professors would pray with 
us. Our resident directors would 
always be there for us and make 
sure we were okay, not just 
health wise, but also spiritually. 

ENC is a small school, about 
1,200 attend. In that kind of 
setting you get to know every- 
one. They encourage you to at- 
tend church regularly and to 
volunteer in mission organiza- 
tions like serving the commu- 
nity. 

After a couple of years at ENC, 
I decided that I needed a change. I 
moved home and began an educa- 


make in an easy bake oven? My 
little cousin made me one and 
they are delicious, only Michelle, 
who is four called it the, “bad 
man’s cake.” Isn’t she cute? 

Nowcomes the disclaimer. This 
article is by no means a news 
piece, or expose‘. This is a piece 
that should entertain your brain, 
make you feel bubbly, like you 
drank champagne. If you are cur- 
rently taking heart medication, 
please continue to doso. Ifyou are 
thinking about taking heart medi- 
cation, please consult a doctor first. 

Ifyou have bad vision, you prob- 
ably can’t read this. If you can 
read this read it to someone who 
can’t. 

If you do not have a sense of 
humor, please re-read this article, 
and try to laugh. Read this article 
once a day for three weeks, and 
then call me in the morning. 


tion at NECC. A totally different 
atmosphere than ENC. 

Now it would be awkward to 
hear one of my professors pray 
before an exam. There are no resi- 
dent directors, because NECC is a 
commuting college. 

This offers more freedom but 
lacks the closeness that is created 
when living with a group of people. 
NECC does not encourage me to 
attend church, but is does offer 
opportunities to serve the com- 
munity. 

ENC has a strict rule against 
smoking on campus; NECC’s door- 
ways are populated with smokers. 
ENC has a quiet Christian setting 
and NECC has a worldlier one. 

Which school is better? That 
would be a tough question to an- 
swer because they both offer two 
different atmospheres. 

No matter what college I at- 
tend, the one thing I am con- 
cerned about is my education. I 
want the best education that I can 
earn, and the kind of college that 
I earn if from doesn’t matter. 


Get your study groove on for good vibrations during exams 


If you feel faint after reading 
this article, crouch down into a 
little ball and hold your breath for 
ten seconds, then stand up as fast 
as you can. You should pass out, 
and hopefully feel better after com- 
ing around. 

This is just a few of the many 
disclaimers messages my lawyer 
advised me to run with the article, 
but then again, he also advised me 
to drop out of school and get a 
“real job.” Can you believe I pay 
this man? 

Well, I am pretty sure my vibe 
is in full effect. I hope your finals 
experience is a positive one, and if 
you are graduating, may your fu- 
ture be bright. For the rest of us, 
get your groove on this summer, 
and come back this fall for one 
more karma enhancing experi- 
ence. 
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OPINION 


Bugs, sunburns, 
reruns and sweat 


have 


COREY SIMPSON | 
noth 


Je 


great to 
say. But I 
thought 
this was a 
nice title 
for the 
column. 
It makes 
you think I’m going to write 
something about summer... but 
I’m not. I guess I tricked some- 
one. 

I’m not nuts about the whole 
“go out with a bang” mentality. 
Being the last issue and all, 
people probably get tempted to 
write something really fantas- 
tic. And I’d imagine readers 
might expect something special, 
as well. I think that’s really 
lousy. When people do things 
like that, they’re just showing 
you the greatness that they were 
capable of all along, but didn’t 
bothering giving. you because 
they were too lazy. That’s noth- 
ing to appreciate. 

Ithought I might write about 
“summer” or how I just broke 
up with my boyfriend. I don’t 
know, though. I mean, I don’t 
feel I can give a unique spin to 
those topics. Yeah, it’s going to 
get hot and gross. Yeah, people 
will get bitten by bugs, get sun- 
burns, watch reruns and sweat. 
That’s not really too interest- 
ing—but it really is a nice title. 

Oh, and yes, I'll probably sit 
around feeling nostalgic about 


the time I spent with said boy- 
friend. But it happened so re- 
cently that I don’t feel ready to 
share. Also, there are much more 
sordid—therefor, interesting, I 
guess—tales of such occurrences 
on talk shows. 

Speaking of televison, I’m 
sure everyone has noticed the 
abundance of “reality” shows. I 
liked the first season of The Real 
World on MTV, but I don’t think 
any of the current “reality” 
shows are worth watching. 

The only TV I watch, really, is 
Seinfeld. Oh, and sometimes if 
I’m really bored between 5 and 6 
p.m., ll watch Full House. But 
I really hate Full House. I'll just 
sit and watch two episodes and 
be really angry for an hour. 

I'm mostly angry at myself. I 
feel] should be doing something 
else, but I don’t bother. I hate 
the fact that I know so much 
about the Tanner Family. 

I’m hoping to find something 
else to fill my 5p.m. to 6 p.m. 
slot this summer. I don’t know. 
That hour just drags for me. IfI 
had a dog, I'd walk my dog then, 
but I don't have one anymore 
because he's dead. 

If someone asked me advice 
on how to keep “happy and cool” 
this summer. I’d most likely tell 
them to consume lots of water 
and sit in the shade. 

I feel slightly obligated to end 
this little chapter with something 
insightful. However, I’m in a bad 
mood. Have a nice summer, I guess. 


Corey Simpson is the Observer’s Staff 
Columnist. She can be reached at 
coreyelizabeth@hotmail.com. 
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By COREY SIMPSON 
Staff Columnist 


Inthe spirit of “Wear Sunscreen,” the 
Observer's StaffColumnist Corey Simpson. 
has put together some advice for the 
graduating class of 2001. . . 

So after diplomas are in hand, and 
caps have been thrown to the sky, kindly 
keep the following in mind: 


Don’t wear sunscreen. 

Don’t worry about the great- 
ness and beauty of your youth. 
Yeah, they will fade, but with plas- 
tic surgery, hair plugs, and make- 
up, you can keep yourself looking 
pretty darn good. You're fatterthan 
you think you are. Consider 
liposuction. 

Worry a lot. There are so many 
things to worry about—especially 
your future. Don’t worry so much 
about things like getting hit by a 
car, or breaking your neck. Worry 
about the other stuff. Worrying is 
very, very useful. 

Never do things that scare you. 

Don’tsing, hum orwhistle. Most 
people have awful singing voices. 

Be a heartbreaker. And if some- 
one breaks your heart, then you 
have probably found your future 
spouse. It’s all about heartbreak- 
ing. 

You don’t need to bother with 
flossing—or brushing your teeth 


Worry, sit around a lot and don’t sing 


for that matter. Most people don’t 
possess perfect teeth. However, ifyou 
get all your teeth removed and get 
dentures, you can trick everyone and 
make them think you have perfect 
teeth. Dentures are really a blessing. 

Be jealous. Sometimes other 
people get ahead of you. Everyone 
knows that sucks. Be angry. Be jeal- 
ous. It’s OK. 

Remember the insults and forget 
the compliments. 

Burn your old love letters, but 
keep old receipts and bank state- 
ments. Money is more important 
than feelings. 

Sit around a lot. 

You should feel terrible if you 
don’t know what to do with your life. 

Don’t worry about consuming 
enough calcium. If you break your 
hips or ruin your knees, there are 
always motorized wheelchairs. 

Does it really matter if you get 
married or not? Most marriages end 
in divorce, anyway. Whether things 
work out or not, don’t bother patting 
yourself on the back or getting angry. 
Life is crap. Get used to it. And when 
things do work out OK, they will 
probably turn bad eventually. Blah. 

Be ashamed of your body. Every- 
one looks much worse than they 
realize. Be careful what you do with 
your body, and be terrified about 
what other people are thinking about 
your body. Our bodies are curses. 


Don’t dance. Dancing is ridicu- 
lous. Watch other people dance and 
make fun of them. 

Don’t bother reading directions. 

Flip through beauty magazines 
and compare yourself to the models. 
Be aware of how hideous you are. 

Don’twaste time getting to know 
your parents. They'll be dead before 
you know it. 

It's not worth making friends 
with anyone. People move away or 
change. Get a pet or something. 

Don’t ever live in New York City. 
Itsastinking, rat-infested, overpriced 
cesspool. And don’t ever live in 
Northern California, either. Stay in 
your home town. 

Things are always bad. Don’tlook 
back on your life and fantasize about 
how wonderful things were. You’d 
just be lying to yourselfin order tobe 
nostalgic. That’s not cool. 

Don’t respect your elders—un- 
less they have power over you. 

Let other people pay your bills if 
you can. Always let the other guy do 
all the work. 

Mess around with your hair as 
much you wish. If it looks bad later, 
you can always get a wig. There are 
some very nice wigs out there. 

Take advice from anyone who 
gives it, and follow it. Most people 
are a lot more wise than you think. 

And don’t wear that damn sun- 
screen. 


Class size is worse than estimated 


To the Editor: 

I support your editorial con- 
tention that NECC needs to keep 
small class sizes. [“NECC needs to 
keep small class sizes,” April 25.] I 
find I can devote much more indi- 
vidual attention to students in 
classes that have from 15 to 20 
students in them. 

I do want to make you aware, 
however, that your math made 
me smile when you spoke of cur- 
rent sizes: you said it’d be great if 


a teacher could genuinely care 
about his students because he 
wasn’t teaching 75 students. 

Your suggested limit of about 
15 students per class, with five 
classes to be taught, would yield a 
total of 75. I started this semester 
with 112 students and after some 
students have dropped and been 
dropped, I am left with 97. 

My situation is hardly unique. 
In fact I’m sure there are many 
faculty members with more stu- 


dents than that. I know the NECC 
faculty do genuinely care about 
our students and try our best to 
meet everyone’s needs; however, 
we're being stretched pretty thin. 

Thank you for endorsing ideas 
that make quality of education, 
not the balance sheet, the bottom 
line. 

Linda A. Desjardins 

English Professor 


Students, staff, faculty should get credit for blood event 


To the Editor: 

In the April 11 issue of the 
Observer, you had a picture on 
page 10 which was captioned 
Healthy Heart. You stated that an 
employee of Pentucket Medical 
Associates in Haverhill was taking 
a blood pressure. I would like to 
correct the caption and tell you 
what actually happened. 

Early in January, Sylvia 
Hallsworth and I were contacted 
by Pentucket Medical Associates 
to attend some meetings with 
them and the officials from the 
Boston Heart Party to see if we 
could help them with their annual 
screenings in the Merrimack Val- 
ley. Sylvia and I attended several 
meetings and were later joined in 
these meetings by Pat Kepschull. 

The outcome of the meetings 
was that NECC Medical Assistant 
students and Registered Nurse stu- 
dents would participate in three 


sessions of screenings for the Bos- 
ton Heart Party. At these sessions, 
the students, under the supervi- 
sion of Sylvia Hallsworth, Pat 
Kepschull, Donna Montalbano and 
myself would do client intake, 
blood pressures, do blood glucose 
and cholesterol testing and post 
testing counseling. 

This was a very successful com- 
munity activity. One session was 
held on the Lawrence campus, 
another on the Haverhill campus, 
and the third at DiBurro’s in 
Haverhill for the general public. 
In all, the students tested 189 
people for blood glucose and cho- 
lesterol levels, as well as taking 
their blood pressure. 

NECC received a gift of $1000.00 
because of the involvement of the 
faculty, staff and students in this 
project. 

The Medical Assistant students 
who participated were Ilia 


Castellanos, Denise Lausell, Maria 
Spanks and Zoila Sandoval. Regis- 
tered Nurse students participat- 
ing were Rhonda Boudreau, Tonya 
Eagan, Kacie Gardner, Tania 
Howson and Deb Perry. The col- 
lege, as well as Pentucket Medical 
Associates and the Boston Heart 
Party thank them for their in- 
volvement in this community 
activity. 

Faculty and staff participating 
in the session, and in the planning 
were Sylvia Hallsworth, Pat 
Kepschull, Donna Montalbano and 
Joan Hagopian. 

This was a wonderful activity 
for the students and it afforded 
them the opportunity to become 
involved in the community. 

I felt that they should be recog- 
nized for their effort. 

Thank you. 

Professor Joan Hagopian 
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chusetts Adoption Resource Exchange and 
has won two Emmy Awards for his heart- 
felt style of reporting. 

He is said to be a symbol ofjournalism at 
its best, giving a voice to the voiceless and 
a helping hand to those most in need. 
Williams said that community service is 
fundamental in improving the human con- 
dition and one should seek any opportunity 
to make a difference. 


File photo 
2001 SPEAKER: Jose Masso, host of WBUR 
radio’s Con Salsa! and Senior Associate Direc- 
tor and CEO of the Northeastern University 
Center for the Study of Sport in Society, will 
present this year’s Commencement Address on 
Saturday, May 19. 


pes aN 
Media icon Jack Williams honored at community service awards 


His work and dedication to the commu- 
nity can be seen in his successful feature 
“Wednesday’s Child” which has touched 
the lives of more than 450 special needs 
children who were in need of a loving 
home. 

When called to the podium, Williams 
spoke of his difficulty in starting the weekly 
feature report. With little support from the 
station, he started it on his own in 1981, 
unaware of the impact he would have. The 


Commencement 
speakers chosen 


continued from page 1 


“Jannaruth is an outstanding student on 
many levels and a wonderful role model for 
her class mates,” said Maureen Dadekian- 
Eckel, one of several professors who nomi- 
nated her for the honor. 

Elliott and Jenner will share the stage 
with Commencement speaker Jose Masso, 
host of WBUR radio’s Con Salsa! and senior 
associate director and CEO of the North- 
eastern University Center for the Study of 
Sport in Society. Commencement exercises 
will take place May 19 at 11 a.m. on the 
Haverhill campus. 

Faculty and staff members at NECC rec- 
ommend possible student speakers to the 
Commencement Committee. 

Members of that committee then review 
all materials pertaining to each student 
and pass their recommendations along to 
President David Hartleb, who makes the 
final decision. 


program has been around for so many 
years that he has begun to see the long- 
term impact his work has evoked. 

“I started “Wednesday’s Child’ 20 years 
ago, and recently was able to see one of the 
first few kids we found a home for, a child 
with Down Syndrome. He is an adult now, 
successful, thriving and about to go on his 
first date,” Williams said. 

The family who adopted the boy fea- 
tured on Williams’ program had such a 
positive adopting experience that they 
adopted a second child with Down Syn- 
drome. This is the definition of success 
according to Williams. 

“After seeing this family so many years 
later, I went home and said to my wife, ‘IfI 
do nothing else with my life, I have accom- 
plished something with this,’” he said as his 
voice cracked with emotion. 

As areporter and news anchor for Chan- 
nel 5, Everett has also received numerous 
awards for journalism, but what is close to 
his heart is the community service he per- 
forms for the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. This year he served as chairman for 
the Boston MS Walk. Everett said that life 
experiences will guide us in choosing our 
role in community service. His is due in 
large part to his mother. 

“She was diagnosed with MS when I was 
a young man, only 15 years old. I watched 
her decline, and it was incredibly hard to 
witness,” he said. “That experience had its 
effect on my choices, what means the most 
to me, and what I wish to change.” 

Everett talked about what holds the most 
meaning in his life. He said he has little 
desire to be famous. Though people recog- 


Barbara Polletta photo 
ANTHONY EVERETT: Suggests our ev- 
eryday experiences effect our community 
service choices. Everett has been an advo- 
cate for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 


nize his face from television, he would 
rather be recognized as a good husband, 
father and citizen. To him that means get- 
ting involved and making things better for 
those most in need. 

Students and members of the NECC 
family also received awards for their dedi- 
cation and talents offered to community 
service. 

Ten different categories of service re- 
ceived recognition, including a distin- 
guished honoree award given to Presi- 
dent David Hartleb for Community Ser- 
vice Learning and PACE and Presidential 
Scholar Mentoring. 
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Most anyone who lives in the Merrimack 
Valley recognizes how important accredita- 
tion is to an educational institution. Al- 
though the process is voluntary, accredita- 
tion for colleges and universities is a sign of 
a healthy institution, a critically important 
factor in attracting students, and a require- 
ment for securing federal grants. 

For the past two years, many of the 
faculty and staff at Northern Essex, espe- 
cially faculty co-chairs, Joe LeBlanc and 
Barbara Stachniewicz, have focused their 
energies on the accreditation process. Their 
efforts, as well as the college’s recent achieve- 
ments and plans for the future, received a 
resounding endorsement from the New 
England Association of Schools and Col- 
leges (NEASC) Commission on Institutions 
of Higher Education when the organization 
recently awarded the college a highly cov- 
eted ten-year accreditation. 

“Icouldn’t be happier with the evaluation 
that we received from NEASC and with the 
many staffmembers who contributed to this 
effort,” announced President David Hartleb 
to an audience of faculty and staff who 
gathered at the Haverhill Campus on Mon- 
day, April 30 to hear highlights of the report. 
“The NEASC Evaluation Team opened all 
doors, assessed us and gave us high praise.” 

At the meeting, President Hartleb read 
highlights of the congratulatory letter from 
Penina M. Glazer, Vice Chair of the Commis- 
sion, and detailed some of the findings of 
the report. In her letter, Glazer applauded 
the college for its dedicated faculty, com- 
mitted leadership, and its strategic plan for 
1998-2003. 

The letter also credited the institution 
for effectively integrating the Haverhill and 
Lawrence Campuses, attracting a student 
body that reflects the diversity of the com- 


Ear NW ee 
College completes accreditation process 


munities which the college serves, work- 
ing closely with business and industry and 
the community to address economic and 
workforce development issues, and focus- 
ing on student success. 

In a report compiled by the Evaluation 
Team that visited the college in October of 
2000, strengths outnumbered concerns two 
to one, and most all of the concerns that 
were listed had already been identified by 
the college in its own self-study. 

“There were no surprises in the team’s 
report,” said Hartleb. “We agree with the 
concerns that were uncovered and already 
have plans in place to address them.” 

Work on the self-study report began 
two years ago in the spring of 1999 whena 
steering committee comprised of over 100 
members of the faculty and staff, led by 
Chairperson Paul Bevilacqua, Vice Presi- 
dent of Academic Affairs, and Co-Chairs 
LeBlanc and Stachniewitz, both of the En- 
glish faculty, was formed. This committee 
met for over a year and their efforts culmi- 
nated in a 200-page report that was pub- 
lished in the summer of 2000. 

The self-study report shared data about 
the college, analyzed strengths 

and weaknesses, and provided direction 
for the future. It was a comprehensive 
document that reflected careful introspec- 
tion, according to President Hartleb. 

After closely reviewing the college’s self- 
study, a team of educators selected by 
NEASC descended on the college in October 
of 2000, spending four days meeting with 
faculty, staff, students and members of the 
community to determine how accurately 
the college had been described in the self- 
study report. 

The Evaluation Team Report was pre- 
sented to the college in December and Presi- 


File photo 


NEASC: Professor Joseph LeBlanc, President David Hartleb, and Professor Barbara 


Stachniewicz cut the celebratory cake. 


dent Hartleb was asked to meet with mem- 
bers of the Commission in March to defend 
the institution and answer questions. 
Faculty members such as Joseph LeBlanc 
shared President Hartleb’s delight in the 
findings of the evaluation team and the 
commission. “We were not surprised that 
the college received accreditation but we 
were surprised that the report was as posi- 
tive as it was. The commission has a repu- 
tation for being very demanding, and their 


Students share work at Slam 


The small blonde, confident 
sun 


You burned those you 
touched back then 


A photographed smile, satu- 
rated innocent 


Picture, cracked with time 


A life lived through your 
Barbie doll 


Dress up, glamour, what 
happened to you? 


-Karolyn Boudreault 


By AARON FOSS 
Opinion Editor 


hose are the kinds of lyrics that drew 

an audience to Jitters on May 4. 

This semester’s Parnassus Slam took 

place that day, bringing a crowd in to enjoy 

several poems read by contributors to the 
literary magazine. 

The smell of fresh ground coffee and the 

sounds of grinders whirring gave the po- 

etry reading a very Barnes & Noble type 


atmosphere. 

“Parnassus has a Slam every semester to 
give people a venue to share their work,” 
said Ginger Hurajt, faculty adviser to 
Parnassus. 

The Parnassus magazine comes out each 
semester. It features the original poetry, 
drawings, and stories of NECC students 
and staff. 

“We want to give either a writer or 
performer a place to perform, whether or 
not they contributed to the magazine,” she 
said. 

As Jitters patrons sipped their mocha 
lattés and Diet Cokes, several people stepped 
up to the microphone to read their original 
verses. Poems came forth with names like 
“Ordinary Me” and “He Took Her Inno- 
cence Away.” 

The M.C., Ryan Reynolds, was cracking 
jokes as he made the poets’ introductions. 
Among the readers were Eric Perkins, Char- 
lotte Gulezian, Evan Chavest, Adam DeLuca, 
Anne Tremblay, Jacqueline Osborne, Dan 
Luther, and Parnassus staff member, 
Karolyn Boudreault. 

“It was pretty cool watching all the 
people get up there and read stuff,” said 
Jon Hurley, liberal arts. 

“We are looking for new people to sub- 
mit poems or graphics or one-act plays in 
the fall,” added Hurajt. “Anyone is wel- 
come to join the Parnassus staff in the fall 
as well. Just look for the posters.” 

For more information on Parnassus call 
978-556-3454. 

The Parnassus magazine is available at 
various drop points throughout both NECC 
campuses. 


- 
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A SAMPLING OF STUDENT TALENT: 
Eric Perkins reads from his work, which 
is featured in the spring 2001 edition of 
Parnassus, at the Parnassus Slam event. 
Perkins' featured work in the magazine 
includes poems "Crossing Styx." "The 
Moon and the Butterflies" and "The Raft 
in the Lake." 


positive response towards the college is 
really something that we should feel very 
good about.” 

Max Ayisi, the student representative on 
the Board of Trustees, was equally enthusi- 
astic. “The report was pretty close to perfec- 
tion,” he said. 

Copies of the Evaluation Team Report 
and the letter announcing accreditation 
are available from the NECC President’s 
Office at 978-556-3853. 


Volunteers 
needed to plant 
and prune 


By JAMIE ROY 
Contributing Reporter 


After a long grueling winter, spring 
is finally in the air. Nowit’s time to 
beautify our campus. 

The NECC Brightside program 
is planning a campus clean up at 
the Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses for May 16. Volunteers are 
needed to plant, prune, and gar- 
den. The morning hours are from 9 
to 11 and afternoon from 1 to 3. 


Volunteers are asked to dress 
accordingly and bring your own 
gloves and tools. Some tools, such 
as rakes and shovels, will be pro- 
vided but the college asks that no 
one bring power tools. Other sug- 
gestions are bring sunscreen, pref- 
erably the kind with insect repel- 
lent, sunglasses, and a hat for sun 
protection. 

If interested can contact Linda 
Hudson in room A-317. NECC is 
like a second home to most of us 
and it’s our job to keep it clean. So 
please join President David Hartleb 
and his wife Patricia, students, fac- 
ulty and administrators in beauti- 
fying our campus. 
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 


Northern Essex Community College Class of 2001 


The following names of the 630 mem- 
bers of the NECC Class of 2001 of were 


provided by the registrar's office. 
Debra Abele 
Milagros Acevedo 
Lisa Adamski 
Elizabeth Adler 
Corrie Adrien 

Ala Al-Saraby 
Margarette Alcime 
Pamela Aldrich 
Desiree Allbee 
Mary Aloes 
Carlos Alonzo 
Minerva Alvarez 
Tonya Amerson 
Heather Anderson 
Kelly Anderson 
Mary Anderson 
Todd Anderson 
Danelle Andrews 
Denise Androski 
Suzanne Andrukaitis 
Brian Angelari 
Jovita Anoruo 
Doris Anziani 
John Arahovites 
Neal Archambault 
David Assad 
Linda Atspins 
Robert Atwood 
Cynthia Avagianos 
Mark Baker 
Marsha Baker 
Joshua Ballon 
Bruce Baril 

Jane Baril 
Carmita Barrera 
Emily Barron 
Marie Barton 
Adrian Bautista 
Donna Beckman 
Gail Bedrosian 
Teresa Bell 

Mary Belluomini 
Tracie Benda 
Ester Bennett 
Kimberly Benson 
Kurt Bergeron 
Kisys Bernabel 
Brenda Bernard 
Timothy Bernier 
Elizabeth Billings 
Daniel Binkney 
Nancy Bird 
Judith Bloom 
Dawn Blynn 
Andrea Boivin 
Lilibeth Bonilla 
Deanna Booth 
Michael Bouchard 
Gerard Boucher 
Paul Boudreau 
Rhonda Boudreau 


Marybeth Bova 
Stephen Bower 
Cheryl Boyle 
Kathleen Brassard 
Patricia Brems 
Cynthia Brennan 
Jeffrey Brennan 
John Bresnahan 
Timothy Briggs 
Patrick Brigham 
Nathan Brooks 
Beth Brouillette 
Dawn Brown 
Tracy Brown 
George Buchanan 
Kevin Buckley 
Gregory Buia 
Jeffrey Bullis 
Donna Burke 
Linda Burnett 
Christopher Burnham 
Amy Burns 
Jennifer Buyck 
Luis Caceres 
Erica Calcagno 
Kurt Calderwood 
Lorie Camire 
Sharon Campanile 
Jeffrey Canney 
Susan Cantara-Webb 
Stephen Cappello 
Jessica Caputo 
Tiffany Cardone 
Jody Carey 
Wanda Carmona 
Raynaldo Carrillo 
Barbara Caruso 
Joseph Casal 
Cheryl Casey 

Ilia Castellanos 
Lemuel Castillo 
Stacey Cayer 
Raymond Champagne 
Lauretta Charpentier 
Aaron Chase 
Kanokwan Chatraksa 
Andy Chung 
Karen Cimino 
Patrick Clifford 
Christine Clouse 
David Colburn 
Leroy Cole 

Gisele Coletta 
Carolyn Collier 
Kerri-Ann Collin 
Jose Colon 
Jerome Conner 
Joseph Conrad 
Regina Consentino 
Laurie Contrino 
Janice Conway 
Christopher Cook 


Jill Copple 

Gary Cormier II 
Vanessa Correia 
Candis Corsaro 
Ann Coughlin 
Christina Crapo 
Richard Cronin 
Jason Croteau 
Bryan Crowther 
Marianne Curcio 
Melissa Cusano 
Linda Cyr 

Amy Daley 
Christine Daly 
Amanda Daveta 
Erica Davis 
Meagan Davis 
Maria De Leon 
Judith DeCarteret 
Ryan Delaney 
Adam Deluca 
Melissa Demers 
Carline Denley 
Lisa DePiano 
Patricia DeRoche 
Pamela Desando 
Patricia Desantis 
Barbara Deschamp 
Caroline Desmet 
Gary Deuger 
Theresa Deuger 
Joshua Deveau 
Katherine Deveau 
Julie Deveaux 
Kristen DiBurro 
Anthony DiLorenzo 
Kellie Dizoglio 
Louise Donovan 
Erin Dooley 

Lori Dostie 
Michelle Doumani 
Christine Downs 
Lauren Doyle 
Allen Drelick 
Gertrude Driscoll 
Albert Dube 
Gilbert Dube 
Louise Duda 
Leslie Dufresne 
Francis Duggan 
Suzanne Dunn 
Noelle Dupuis 
Frank Dushame 
Amy Duso 


Maureen Earabino-Webb 


Kristine Eastman 
Raileen Eaton 
Christopher Edic 
Kimberly Elliott 
Rose Elliott 
Amanda Emerson 
Omar Estrada 


Carole Estrella 
Nancy Fairbanks 
Catherine Fairbrother 
Elizabeth Farrell 
Brandon Fasulo 
Courtney Faucher 
Michelle Fawcett 
Kimberly Felch 
Lisa Ferrara 
Darlene Ferreira 
Karen Fierimonte 
Joseph Finnigan 
Linda Fiorentini 
Mark Fiorentini 
Christopher Firth 
Sandra Fish 
Donna Fisher 
Jeannine Fitzgerald 
Kathleen Fitzgerald 
Joanne Flanagan 
Evelyn Flores 
Diane Foley 

Mara Foley 

Dawn Fowler 
Mary Francis 
Valerie Franzone 
Yvette Frazier 
Gretchen Freeman 
Paula Frisco 

Erin Fritz 

Erik Froburg 
Laurance Frost 
Charles Frye 
Linda Fuller 

April Gagnon 
Karen Gallagher 
Linda Gallagher 
Michael Gallant 
Christine Gallinaro 
Kristen Ganley 
Kacie Gardner 
Robin Gariepy 
Daniel Gauron 
Dolores Gelinas 
Susan Gendron 
Kathleen George 
Raymond Germain 
Erin Germanowski 
Steven Giglio 
Michelle Gilman 
Bethany Gilpatrick 
Jennifer Giorgi 
Derek Gondolfo 
Paula Gorrie 

Julie Gosselin 
Shelley Gosselin 
Kevin Grady 
Carrie Grassi 
Kate Gretsky 
Kathleen Grosso 
Steven Guiffre 
Stacey Guptill 


Kelly Guthrie 
Victor Gutierrez 
Stephanie Habib 
Michelle Hahn 
Jennifer Hall 
Joyce-Ann Hall 
Elizabeth Halloran 
Sandra Hanagan 
Marie Hanides 
Melissa Hannay 
Keith Harb 
Angela Hartmann 
Robert Harvey 
Tara Hasbrouck 
Michael Hatch 
Stephen Hatem 
Marguerite Hayes 
Gregg Hazard 
Nanci Head 
Gloria Healy 
Janice Hebb 
Matthew Hefron 
Brian Hellman 
Josefina Hernandez 
Stephanie Hetu 
Sylvia Hickman 
Donna Hill 
James Hill 

Scott Hill 

Dat Hoang 
Shawn Hogan 
Erin Holt 

Helen Houle 
Jason Houle 
Rhina Houston 
Tania Howson 
Edward Hudson 
Barbara Hunt 
Wanda Hutchinson 
Tuong Huynh 
Robert Ignazi 
Yakaira Inoa 
Billie Jacobo 

Jill Janovsky 
Candy Jarrell 
Vanessa Jean 
Adam Jeffery 
Jannaruth Jenner 
Eileen Johnson 
Ginette Johnson 
Melina Johnson 
Leanore Johnstone 
Kishia Jones 
Laura Jones 
Michael Juralewicz 
Carla Kadar 
Chanel Kahn 
Aram Kalashian 
Sheila Kane 
Elizabeth Kaplan 
Amy Keegan 
Kristy Kelleher 
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ConGraTuLaTions GrapuatEs! _ 


Northern Essex Community College Class of 2001 


Susan Kelleher 
Sandra Kelting 
Mychel Kendall 
Wade Kennedy 
Rebecca Kessing 
Ronald Kilgore 
Timothy Kilroy 
Jenny King 

Kim Kinney 
Kezia Kinyanjui 
Michael Kowalski 
Teresa Krumm 
Anne Kulik 
Doris L’Abbe 
Michael LaChance 
Leanne Lacroix 
Nancy Lacroix 
Virginia Lafauci 
Erica Lambert 
Brian Landry 
Leah Lanen 
Shelley Lannon 
Eric Lariviere 
Denise Lausell 
Janet Lavigne 
Kathleen Lawrence 
Corie-lyn Learned 
Deborah LeBlanc 
Jeffrey Leclair 
Lucinda Lefas 
Laurie Lennon 
John Leone 
David Lesiczka 
Thomas Lessard 
Bobbie Letch 
Nanette Leurant 
Glenn Levasseur 
Susan Levine 
Jacqueline Lew 
Erin Linehan 
Emilka Liriano 
Debra Lobsitz 
Alison Lombardo 
Lisa Longo 
Esmeralda Lopez 
Mary Lord 
Melissa Lord 
Anne Lorigan 
MaryEllen Lowes 
CourtneyMarie Lucey 
Jeannette Lynch 
Leah Lynch 
Melissa Lyon 
Barbara MacBurnie 
Alison MacEachern 
Melanie MacMullin 
Edward MacNeil 
Bonnie Madigan 
Craig Magner 
Tracey Mailhot 
Marcia Main 
Elvin Maldonado 
Keila Maldonado 
Susan Manning 


Thomas Marino 
Patricia Markuns 
Julie Marshall 
Jericho Martel 
Yordana Martinez 
Laurent Mathieu 
Deana Matthews 
Jesse Mayr 
Michelle Mazur 
Carrieann Mazzone 
Simon Mburu 
Debra McArdle 
Michael McBrearty 
Ericka McCarron 
Michael McCarthy 
Ruth Ann McCashland 
Lillian McCormack 
Christine McGinness 
Timothy McGovern 
Elizabeth McGowan 
Denise McGuire 
Katherine Mcintyre 
Craig McKenzie 
Gloria Medero 
Catherine Meinen 
Dawn Melanson 
Michelle Melanson 
Patrick Melican 
Anneris Mena 
Cathy Mendonca 
Esther Mercedes 
Kimberly Merrill 
Jason Messina 
Kerri Michaud 
Jessica Migliori 
Joanne Miller 
Raquel Miller 

Eric Milligan 

Dave Minichino 
Abad Mohammed 
Amanda Molnar 
Barbara Montgomery 
Susan Mood 
Andrea Moore 
Penny Morasse 
Jennifer Morin 
Wendy Morrison 
Donna Morse 
Lawrence Morse 
Fausto Moscat 
Anthony Mowbray 
Belgica Moya 
Lawrence Murphy 
Sandee Muxica 
Roseann Myers 
Carol Napolitano 
Elizabeth Nason 
Patricia Neals 
Elizabeth Newman 
Annie Ngugi 
Kenny Nguyen 
Joseph Nichypor 
John Nicoletti 
Kevin Nolan 


Michael Nuttall 
Kathleen O’Brien 
Yoshie Ogasawara 
Jennifer Okolo 
Eduvigis Ortega 
Ivette Ortega 
Denise Ouellette 
Jocelyn Ouellette 
Carla Pacheco 
Danielle Page 
Michele Pageau 
Michael Pagliuca 
Kaitlyn Panaro 
Michelle Paradis 
Audrey Pare 
Paul Paris 
Amanda Parkhurst 
Kenneth Parsons 
Charlene Paul 
Jacob Paul 
Kristen Pellerin 
B Dawn Pelletier 
Joseph Peltonovich 
Arelis Pena 
Dayana Perez 
Susan Perez 
David Perkins 
Eric Perkins 
Jessica Perkins 
Deborah Perry 
Jennifer Perry 
Andrea Petit 
Paki Phillips 
Julie Pierce 
Timothy Pinette 
David Pinsonneault 
Mary Polanco 
Christine Powers 
Lisa Pratt 
Robert Prindle 
Robin Privitera 
Leah Proulx 


Christopher Provencher 


Dolores Ramirez 
Betsy Ramos 
Adrienne Reitano 
Loanmi Restituyo 
Shannon Ricker 
Danielle Rieger 
Kris Ripa 

Jessica Rivera 

Lina Rivera 
Christine Robbins 
Michael Roberts 
Kara Robidoux 
Dean Robinson 
Deven Robinson 
Nancy Robinson 
Miriam Roche 
Teresa Rodrigues 
Catherine Rodriguez 
Elizabeth Rodriguez 
Esmirna Rodriguez 
Mary Rodriguez 


Wilson Rodriguez 
Cynthia Rosa 
Rosanny Rosario 
Teresa Rousseau 
Brian Rowan 
Bryan Roy 
Wendy Rubio 
Julie Ruiz 
Dustine Runge 
Jennifer Rust 
Heather Ryan 
Marian Ryan 
Danielle Ryer 
Karen Saldi 
Alyssa Salvi 
Derek Sammataro 
Brenda Sampson 
Nayris Sanchez 
Zoila Sandoval 
Marilyn Santiago 
Louise Sargent 
Matthew Scamporino 
Anthony Scavo 
Beverly Schechter 
Stephanie Schmitz 
Linda Schoonmaker 
Donald Schrempf Jr 
Nathan Scott 
Jason Sears 
Christine Seremet 
Susan Sforza 
Jessica Shanley 
William Shay 
Jeffrey Shea 
Susan Shea 

Carl Sheehan 
Linda Sheppard 
Jennifer Shimer 
Christopher Sicard 
James Sicard 
Valerie Sideri 
Renee Silva 
Shirley Silveria 
Jennifer Silverman 
Robert Simring 
Lubov Siniavska 
Andrew Skulski 
Kelly Slack 
Christine Slye 
Allyson Smith 
Pauline Smith 
James Snow III 
Gary Somogie 
Sandra Soucy 
Joseph Sousa 
Nathan Sousa 
Maria Spanks 
Jennifer Steiner 
Paul Stewart 
Robert Stewart 
Jennifer Stone 
Colleen Sullivan 
Melissa Sullivan 
Marcos Suriel 


Suzanne Suslak 
Liza Taggart 
Nancy Tammik-Smith 
Kuniyasu Tanida 
Richard Tarezon 
Danielle Tardy 
Raymond Tarr 
DeAnna Tashjian 
Adriana Tejada 
Gladys Tejada 
Ryan Tetterton 
Neil Thompson 
Deborah Thornhill 
Teti Thornton 
Caroline Tigere 
Marcos Tineo 
Dennis Torris 
David Toto 

Robin Tozier-Young 
Lisa Tracy 

Stacy Travers 
Douglas Treadwell 
Derek Tremblay 
Khara Tringale 
Denise Trinidad 
April Trudel 

Wa Truong 

Jane Tselios 
Constantina Tsignopoulos 
Maribeth Turcotte 
Beata Umugwangwali 
Susan Valenti 
Chu Van 

Cheryl VanDyke 
Diana Vargas 
Thomas Veilleux 
Amy Vieira 

Mary Ellen Viens 
Sydney Viloria 
Sarah Vincent 
Brian Vitiello 
Tina Viveiros 
Cynthia Walsh 
Thomas Walsh 
Amanda Walton 
Stacie Warcewicz 
Kristen Ward 
Marcia Ward 
Edward Warnock 
Kimberly Weaver 
Debra Webster 
Shanna Westerman 
Maureen Wheatley 
Sarah White 
William White Jr 
Jay Whitney 
Monica Wickey 
David Wiker 
Heather Wilson 
Keri Wise 

Thomas Wolfe 
Heidi Wolfendale 
Michael Yunker 
Maria Znoj 


@ Beaver dams are 
causing flooding 


By AARON FOSS 
Opinion Editor 


any people are concerned 
about the rising beaver 
population in_ the 


Merrimack Valley. With the num- 
ber of beavers in Massachusetts 
more than doubling in size, more 
and more residents are complain- 
ing of damage being done to their 
property. 

Towns like Methuen are claim- 
ing that beavers are running loose, 
destroying property and blocking 
water culverts with their dams. 

Damage done by beavers has 
cost some property Owners up- 
wards of $30,000 to repair. 

The beaver population has ex- 
ploded in Massachusetts during 
the last five years. In 1996, there 
were an estimated 5,000 beaver 
colonies in the state, but surveys 
done last summer and fall indi- 
cate the number of colonies may 
have jumped to 11,000. That same 


The final 
stress 


By SARAH WHEELER 
Contributing Reporter 


During the last week or so, the 
students of NECC have been deal- 
ing with a huge workload. Every- 
one is getting ready for finals and 
turning in last minute assign- 
ments. 

It hasn’t been easy keeping up 
with classes with the nice sum- 
mer weather we have been hav- 
ing. 

Amy Cry, a journalism major, 
is “stressed and tired.” She feels 
there is not enough time to get 
what needs to be done completed. 
She has a schedule made up of 
classes that require,a lot of writ- 
ing. 

Jenny King, a business transfer 
student, is feeling the same way. 
She says, “Finals are very stress- 
ful.” She is overwhelmed because 
in all her classes the work was 
given to her at once. 

Jessica Noone, of early child- 
hood education, agrees with both 
of them but her reason for being 
stressed is because “she puts things 
off to the last minute.” 

Weallcan relate to her because 
we know that it has been hard to 
resist skipping classes for these 
nice spring days. 

There is still hope that not all 
students feel this way. Kate Hill, 
liberal arts transfer, feels confi- 
dent about her finals, but she does 
admit her “mind is very cluttered.” 

It is common that students feel 
this way, not only around this 
time but most of the semester. 
Many students at NECC carry full 
course loads and full-time jobs. 
Although students seem to make 
it, we all know it is tough. Good 
luck. 
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Beaver population increase causes havoc 


year, a bill was passed that ended 
beaver hunting being regulated 
by the state government. 

Beavers sometimes build dams 
in water culverts, causing the 
water to flood into homeowners’ 
yards. In addition, they use trees 
and sticks from yards to build 
their dams, which leaves many 
homeowners minus a tree or with 
visible damage to their larger 
shrubbery when the beaver doesn’t 
finish the job it started. 

Last July, former governor Paul 
Cellucci signed a bill that would 
reestablish the state’s role in moni- 
toring trapping procedures. The 
bill would also allow conibear traps 
to be used on private property. 
Conibear traps were previously 


Travis Kong: 


@ 13-year-old boy 
has suffered 300 
broken bones in his 
life, lectured at 
Harvard twice 


By MANDY CYR 


Contributing Reporter 


e’s not in college yet, he’s 
H not even in high school. 
He’s old enough to walk, 


yet he can’t. He’s old enough to 
play sports, but he can only watch. 

Travis Kong had more broken 
bones at birth, and 200 more in 
the past 13 years, than any of us 
will ever have our whole lives. 

Travis was born April 21, 1988 
with a disease called Osteogenesis 
Imperfecta, OI for short. There are 
four different types of OI. At birth, 
they found that Travis had 100 
broken bones. The doctors thought 
he had type II OI. Type II is fatal. 

Travis was not supposed to live 
after 3 months. Luckily though, 
they found that he had type III OI. 
Type III OI results in short stature 
(Travis is 34 inches long), bowed 
arms, the white of the eyes are 
sometimes blue, anda larger head 
than normal. 

Travis’ mother, Judith Kong, 
describes it as, “extreme short- 
ness and brittleness.” Travis could 
break a bone rolling over in bed at 
night. 

Travis will spend the rest of his 
life in a wheelchair. It’s okay 
though, says Travis, he’ll just, 
“soupe up my wheelchair and 
make it go 50... ’'ll need a foghorn 
though.” He then proceeds to show 
me his horn. It makes a small 
buzzing sound. 


banned from being used because 
they were deemed inhumane. The 
bill is providing much relief for 
the Massachusetts homeowners 
facing health and safety risks from 
the floods caused by beaver dams. 

“This bill will significantly help 
home and business owners who 
have been plagued by health and 
safety threats due to beaver over- 
population,” Cellucci was quoted 
as saying. “By slightly modifying 
the restrictions placed on trap- 
ping, we can give residents an 
immediate and effective way of 
dealing with these problem ani- 
mals.” 

Many activists are appalled at 
the way at the way the state is 
allowing the beavers to be trapped. 


Mandy Cyr photo 
TRAVIS KONG: Doctors thought 
he would not live past 3 months 
of age. He is now 13 years old but 
can break a bone just by rolling 
over in bed. He does not feel sorry 
for himself even though he will 
spend the rest of his life in a 
wheelchair. 


Travis is the second oldest out 
of three. He has a sister Jasmine, 
15, and a little brother Timmy, 8. 
Timmy may be his little brother 
but he is much bigger in size. 
Travis is 34 inches long and weighs 
32 pounds, 34 soaking wet. He 
also gains or loses weight on a 
daily basis. 

Travis also suffers from things 
that none of us will ever experi- 
ence. He has a fluid problem, which 
affects his height, and is on medi- 
cation for that. He sees six differ- 
ent doctors a year: a regular doc- 
tor, a lung doctor, a bone doctor, 
an ear doctor, a cardiologist, and 
last, an endocrinologist. He is on 
several medications for his dis- 
ease. 


Dennis Tabella, director of the 
Providence-based Defenders of 
Animals, condemned the practice 
of killing animals that are judged 
to be annoying. As an alternative 
he suggested installing a new set 
of culvert pipes designed to dis- 
guise the sound of running water. 
It is believed that beavers have a 
natural instinct to build dams to 
block water flow when they hear 
running water. 

Tabella also offered to help fi- 
nance the cost of protective fenc- 
ing to be put around the culverts, 
forcing beavers to look elsewhere 
for a place to build. 

One factor in the rise of the 
population is that the number of 
trappers has decreased. Only 16 


He has had one major surgery, 
two real casts, and many splints. 
He had a cast on when he left the 
hospital. 

Of that he said, “It is really 
fascinating to see how small it 
was. It was a full leg cast, and only 
six inches long.” 

Travis experiences a lot of pain, 
and has to take narcotics to re- 
lieve it. Although he thinks the 
narcotics are “great painkillers” 
he hates them because “it makes 
me nauseous, spacey, and dizzy.” 

Even though they help to ease 
the pain, like most people on medi- 
cation he wishes “they weren’t a 
part of my life.” 

Since Travis was not supposed 
to live after three months, I asked 
him what he thought about death. 

“Tt [stinks] but after my grand- 
mother died, I’m not that scared 
of death anymore...there’s some- 
thing after,” he said. 

Travis can not do the everyday 
things that we take advantage of. 
He can not just hop out of bed, 
take a shower, dress himself and 
hop in the car to drive to school, 
then hang out with friends. He 
can’t go outside to shoot some 
hoops, and he can’t take a jog 
down the street. 

Travis wakes up, his mother 
helps him out of bed, puts him in 
his wheelchair, fills the tub, helps 
him bathe, then hands him clothes 
while helping him dress. 

And instead of taking gym class 
along with the rest of his class- 
mates, he’s enduring something 
he greatly dislikes, physical 
therapy. 

Travis also had an aide to help 
him with things throughout the 
day. He then comes home, plays 
video games, goes on the com- 
puter, watches TV from 8 to 10, 
then it’s off to bed. 


trappers were licensed last year to 
trap on public property. State 
records show that out of the tens 
of thousands of beavers in Massa- 
chusetts, only 312 captures were 
reported last year. 

“Trapping is becoming more of 
a dying art and there are certainly 
fewer people trapping,” said 
Joeseph Giarrusso, a local conser- 
vationist and beaver hunter, in an 
interview with Natural New En- 
gland. 

“The obvious result is that the 
beaver population is growing and 
there are more conflicts. It’s kind 
of a bittersweet success story be- 
cause we have the resurgence of 
these animals, but we also have 
these conflicts.” 


Small body, large spirit 


Travis does and out with friends 
but he can’t do the things that we 
do. 

“Tt used to bother me, but now,” 
he shrugs. 

Although Travis can’t do a lot 
of what we can, he has done things 
we probably won’t ever get to do. 

For instance, he has lectured at 
Harvard, twice, to first year col- 
lege students. How many ofus can 
add that to our resume? 

Do not feel sorry for Travis 
though. He does not feel sorry for 
himself. He can joke about it. 

Travis said to me, “I need some 
coffee.” 

I jokingly reply, “But Trav, it'll 
stunt your growth!” 

“Like I have to worry about 
that!” And his laughter fills the 
room. 

If you see Travis in the mall, 
don’t stare, don’t pat his head, 
and most definitely do not ex- 
claim, “Oh he is so cute!” He can’t 
stand to be treated like a toddler. 

Travis is a person just like the 
rest ofus. He has fun in the present 
and plans for his future. Travis is 
like I said, anormal person, but he 
is not regular. He is this amazing 
little boy. He has moved above and 
beyond the “regular person” sta- 
tus. 

Mrs. Kong put it best in an 
essay she wrote for a medical book. 
“Travis is aremarkably intelligent, 
vivacious child. He is small in body 
but large in spirit. All those who 
know him love him.” 

She is absolutely right. To look 
at Travis is to fall in love... and to 
learn a lesson; your life is not so 
bad. 

I say to him, “Travis you are 
great.” 

“I know!” He smiles and his 
laughter again fills the room. 
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It’s a Jeep thing: to own it is to love it 


By JAMIE ROY 


Contributing Reporter 


hift into four-wheel drive and 
S feel the tread of the tires 

climbing through the snow. 
Smashing through snow mounds 
like a spoon in mashed potatoes. 
There is no fear of a blizzard when 
driving a Jeep. 

The seasons change, signs of 
spring are in the air, and the hard 
top is taken off the Jeep. It’s been 
done for many years, but the first 
ride of the year with the top off is 
never the same. 

The wind blowing, the splat- 
ters of bugs on the windshield, it’s 
a feeling of freedom. What other 
vehicle could make you feel this 
way other than a Jeep? The Jeep 
Web site describes Jeeps as being 
“the original go anywhere, do any- 
thing freedom machine.” 

Now that the warm weather 
has arrived it seems like Jeeps are 
everywhere. And they have been 
around forever. 

It began a long time ago, Febru- 
ary 1940. NECC student Lance Ard 
informed me that “they were old 
U.S. war vehicles and they kick 
ass.” The need for a go anywhere 
reconnaissance vehicle was being 
felt by the Army since World War 
I, and this promoted the appear- 
ance of several proposals over the 
years. 

The Bantam Blitz buggy cre- 
ated by Karl Probst in 1940 was the 
first working prototype for the 


A message in scooter safety 


military. Ford GP and Willys MA 
soon followed. With all prototypes 
satisfactory, the Army decided to 
order 1,500 of each for field evalu- 
ation, with deliveries to begin in 
early 1941. 

The first civilian Jeep, the CJ- 
2A, was produced on July 17, 1945. 
As. for the name ‘Jeep’, no one 
really knows for sure where it 
came from. Some people believe 
that it evolved from the Ford ‘GP’ 
designation, which many think 
stood for ‘general purpose,’ which 
is incorrect. 

The “G” was for Government 
and the “P” was the vehicle class 
(80” wheelbase 4x4 1/4 ton truck). 
Another possibility is that the 
name came from Popeye’s magi- 
cal sidekick named Jeep, who could 
do almost anything. 

In the year 2001, Jeeps are bet- 
ter than ever. 

Jennie Lynch, NECC student, 
feels that “the Jeep is the perfect 
vehicle for our age, this is the time 
to have one.” 

A fully loaded 2001 Jeep Sa- 
hara features: 4.0L Power Tech I- 
6 engine, Command-Trac part- 
time 4WD, Quadra-Coil suspen- 
sion, tow hooks (2 Front, 1 Rear), 
fog lamps, body-color fender 
flares, body side steps, air condi- 
tioning, CD player and five 
speakers including sub-woofer, 
new 4-ply soft top with tinted 
windows standard, trail cloth 
seating (available in dark green/ 
camel), Ultra Star cast alumi- 


photo courtesy Jamie Roy 


THE TOP’S OFF: Jamie Roy and fellow lifeguards enjoy the fresh air while perusing the beach from 


her Jeep. 


num wheels with Michelin tires, 
and full-size spare tire. The cost 
of this Jeep is $23,020, which 
isn’t that bad considering the 
use a Jeep gets. 

Ever notice that Jeep people 
tend to wave hello to one another? 
It’s an acknowledgement and -re- 
spect towards Jeeps. When a Jeep 
passes another, the driver slightly 


waves in acknowledgement. The 
younger Jeep always waves to the 
older Jeep first; it’s respect to- 
wards older Jeeps. 

To own one is to love a one. It 
takes a certain kind of person to 
enjoy the rugged ride the Jeep has 
to offer. There’s nothing smooth 
about a Jeep. 

Gregg Burkinshaw, NECC stu- 


dent and Jeep owner, feels that his 
Jeep is great in snow, fun with the 
top off, but wants something with 
more power. Well, you can’t learn 
to love them—it’s a instinctual 
feeling. 

There is nothing more I enjoy 
than riding around in my Jeep, 
and I hope the opportunity to ride 
in one passes your way. 


@ Popular trend sent 

more than 100,000 to the 
emergency room because 
of lack of protective gear 


By LUKE CHRISTON 


Contributing Reporter 


here has been a recent trend of more 

and more kids riding scooters during 

the past year. These stylish scooters 

are cruising the sidewalks at a record num- 
ber. 

However, with increasing reports of 
scooter accidents, many parents wonder if 
these scooters are safe. 

During Christmas, many different stores 
were selling these new scooters at a surpris- 
ing rate. In the 2000 holiday season, the 
Razor Scooter Company reported over 2 
million of their scooters were sold. 

Scooters have always been around but 
were typically were bulky and quite an 
eyesore. 

Nevertheless, with a new design and a 
much more streamlined look, these scoot- 
ers have become a pop culture hit. 

Usually silver, and featuring colored 
wheels, these scooters can be seen all around 
our area on a warm afternoon yet rarely do 
the riders of the scooters wear protective 
equipment. 

The scooters are marketed to children 
ages 7-15, and sell for around a hundred 


Photo courtesy Razor Scooters 


CRUISING AND BRUISING: Experts 
say scooters were not meant for stunts. 


dollars. Of students polled at NECC, no one 
would acknowledge riding a scooter. 

“I never really cared too much for the 
scooter, I would rather be out on my roller 
blades,” said Mike Dow, criminal justice 
major. 

Yet, alarmingly the rate of people hurt 
on scooters is ever increasing. Last year 
more than 100,000 incidents were reported. 
However, most of these injuries, could have 


been prevented. Many of the falls would 
have been a lot less serious if the driver of 
the scooter was wearing protective equip- 
ment. 

The protective equipment consists of a 
helmet.and wrist pads. These two items will 
run for about $40 to $50, still much cheaper 
than an emergency room visit. 

“Due to the weather, we have not seen 
that many injuries recently. But with the 
warmer weather we are expecting the num- 
ber of injuries to rise,” said Maureen, a 
triage nurse at the Hale Hospital Emer- 
gency room. “The majority of the scooter 
accidents I’ve treated have been ankle and 
wrist injuries.” 

Many of the accidents are caused when 
people try to pull assorted tricks on these 
scooters. It is ironic however, that someone 
would try to do stunts on a scooter. 

“The scooters are not designed to do 
stunts,” says Tom O’Donnell, an associate 
at MVP sports in Danvers. “They are great 
for riding but I would strongly discourage 
doing any stunts on a scooter,” 

Ifthe scooter is driven properly, with the 
driver wearing protective equipment they 
are generally safe. It is when the driver of 
the scooter i reckless, and misuses it, that 
the scooter is dangerous. 

With the summer upon us, many of the 
scooters given as Christmas presents will 
find their way unto the streets. Only time 
will tell if the number of injuries will con- 
tinue to rise. If all scooter owners had 
proper protective equipment and practiced 
careful driving, the injuries on scooters 
would be a lot less common. 


V Read directions carefully and 
completely. 


V Read all answer choices care- 
fully and completely. Choose the 
BEST possible answer. 


V Just answer what the question 
is asking. Don't read more into 
the question than there is: you 
get no extra credit for creativity. 


Y Mark up your paper, or use 
scrap, as needed. 

- underline operative words 

- draw diagrams, lists, etc. to 
help visualize/cue your memory 


V Tricky questions 

- negatively charged questions 
require that you rule out positive 
answers 

- analogy questions have to do 
with relationshiips between the 
questions pairs and replicating 
that relationship as closely as 
possible with the answer pairs 


Y POE=Process of Elmination. 
Take your best guess. Don't leave 
a question unanswered. 
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- _Hicuer Epucation News 


UNH frat party ‘could 
have been a disaster’ 


@ Phi Kappa Sigma 
fraternity faces fire code 
violations after 

Spring Fling 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) — A University of New 
Hampshire fraternity accused of violating 
fire codes during last weekend’s Spring 
Fling could be fined up to $4,000 and lose 
university recognition. 

Authorities said Phi Kappa Sigma was 
filled with about 300 people during a Satur- 
day night party, nearly twice as many as 
allowed under codes. 

Fraternity members also were accused 
of blocking all the building’s exits with 
people and furniture. 

The charges are misdemeanors. 

Police arrested 163 people during the 
weekend on charges varying from driving 
while intoxicated to criminal mischief and 
assaulting a police officer. 

“Most of the frats were pretty decent as 
far as fire codes are concerned,” Fire Inspec- 
tor Mark Tetreault said. “Most of the frater- 
nities and sororities held their parties out- 
side, which presented other problems for 
the police, but was fine as far as fire safety 
goes.” 

Lt. Paul Dean of the university Police 
Department said the violations also will be 
presented to the judicial board of the uni- 
versity, which will look at the fraternity’s 
record. 

“I don’t know what kind of record they 
have, but the maximum could be they could 
lose their recognition from the university,” 


Dean said. 

Fire inspectors also had problems with 
one other building. 

“About six students live in apartments 
there,” Tetreault said. “But on Saturday 
they had a party in the basement with 
about 200 people and there was only one 
exit through a bulkhead. 

“There was no fire protection, it was 
poorly lit and the party was near a boiler, so 
it could have been a disaster,” Tetreault 
said. 

Tetreault said an investigation is going 
on about whether to charge the owner or 
the occupant of the building. The harshest 
fine would be on a felony charge of operat- 
ing a place of assembly without a permit, 
which could lead to jail time. 

Meanwhile, Town Councilor Eileen 
Fitzpatrick said she will try to end Spring 
Fling. 

But Councilor Peter Smith said he is not 
sure what the town can do since it is a 
university event. 

UNH police will be meeting with Durham 
police Friday to discuss the situation, then 
hope to talk with UNH officials and stu- 
dents, Dean said. 

“We’re not the only campus that has 
these problems, but they need to be ad- 
dressed,” Dean said. 

Dean did have a couple of ideas of what 
can be done to help the situation. 

“T would think that we may take a look 
at the advertising portion of the weekend, 
maybe naming Spring Fling something else,”. 
Dean said. “The Spring Fling concept might 
be utilized differently than what was in- 
tended.” 


Offensive newsletter surfaces 
during sexual awareness week 


By HARRY R. WEBER 


Associated Press Writer 


HANOVER, N.H. (AP) — A Dartmouth Col- 
lege fraternity has been placed on proba- 
tion by its national executive committee for 
publishing newsletters that degraded 
women and indicated the frat had tips on 
how to commit date rape. 

College officials planned to hold hear- 
ings to decide if the 48-member Zeta Psi 
fraternity should be punished for printing 
and distributing at least two newsletters in 
early April. 

Richard Breeswine, the national execu- 
tive director, said probation is one step 
removed from suspending a chapter’s char- 
ter, and that he will wait for the results of 
the hearings before taking further action. 

The fraternity could receive a warning 
from the college or be shut down, dean of 
students James Larimore said. 

The newsletters came to light during 
sexual awareness week at the Ivy League 
school that inspired the movie “Animal 
House.” 

One of the newsletters showed a bare- 
breasted woman under the headline “More 
gratuitous Cancun porn.” It describes fra- 
ternity members’ sexual escapades. 

A second newsletter, which discusses 
two fraternity members’ sexual encoun- 
ters, notes that a future issue will give one 
member’s “patented date rape techniques.” 

Campus police investigated the date rape 
notation, but no criminal charges have 
been filed, Larimore said. For now, the 


Similar newsletters were dis- 
tributed regularly at fraternity 
meetings as part ofa “tradition 
held in the greatest esteem.” 


—Alex Nazaryan, 
Dartmouth student 


fraternity faces only college charges for 
breaching Dartmouth’s conduct standards, 
he said. 

Former member Alex Nazaryan said simi- 
lar newsletters were distributed regularly 
at fraternity meetings as part ofa “tradition 
held in the greatest esteem.” 

Nazaryan, a 21-year-old junior, said the 
fraternity was put on probation in the 
1980s for a similar newsletter. 

Frat members said they were concerned 
about the investigation, but refused to dis- 
cuss the newsletters. 

“Everybody is talking about what is go- 
ing on. We all like the house and we don’t 
want to lose it,” said junior Austin Wheeler, 
20. 

Fraternity president Gene Boyle did not 
return phone calls seeking comment. 

Breeswine said the fraternity, chartered 
at Dartmouth in 1853, “does not in any way 
condone physical or psychological hazing 
or sexual, alcohol or substance abuse.” 


NECC student honored 


File photo 
AYISI HONORED: Presented with a plague from the American Associa- 
tion of Community Colleges in honor of his nomination to the ALL-College 
Academic Team, flanking Max Ayisi is trustee chairman Byron Mathews, 
and President David Hartleb. 


Charges dropped against 
nude student protesters 


@ Two students wore 
nothing but red paint 
and scarves in their hair 


HOLLINS, Va. (AP) — Hollins University offi- 
cials decided not to pursue indecent expo- 
sure charges against two students who 
staged an on-campus protest in the nude. 

Sophomores Chris Chappell and Ann Liv 
Young were among the students who dem- 
onstrated outside a campus building last 
week to demand more diversity among 
students and faculty, more money for stu- 
dent services and more power for students 


in campus affairs. 

Chappell, Young and Ashlea Hitchcock 
also asked for a commitment that Hollins 
will never admit men as undergraduate 
students. All three were nude except for red 
paint on their bodies and scarves in their 
hair. 

Chappell and Young were arrested sev- 
eral hours into the event. When students 
thought campus security guards were com- 
ing to arrest Hitchcock, more than a dozen 
of them removed their shirts and urged 
officials to arrest them, too. 

Chappell and Young may still face on- 
campus sanctions. Their case will go before 
the Student Conduct Council. 


Clemson fights to prevent foot- 
and-mouth disease outbreak 


CLEMSON, S.C. (AP) — Clemson University is 
implementing tough new measures to pre- 
vent an outbreak of foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease from wiping out its livestock. 

If the disease struck the school, millions 
of dollars and years of research could be 
lost, said John Kelly, vice president of public 
service and agriculture. 

The plan includes educational signs, new 
fences, electronic gates at some entrances 
and a requirement that visitors disinfect 
shoes and don protective shoe coverings 
inside animal facilities. 

Also anyone visiting one of Clemson’s 
five farms must now get a visitor’s pass at 
the gate and promise they have not been 
out of the country for two weeks or been 
near a sick animal or livestock auction in 
the last 24 hours. 

The school is watching how the disease 
spreads in Europe. 

“It has really heightened our awareness 
of how vulnerable the whole United States 
is, especially in a place where you have a lot 


of people visiting from abroad or traveling 
abroad,” Kelly said. 

Clemson has swine, horse, poultry, beef 
cattle and dairy cattle farms representing 
the five major animal industries in the 
state. 

There are approximately 100 horses, 70 
brood sows, 275 brood cows and about 120 
milking cows, Farm Manager Johnny Jor- 
dan said. 

The plan will cost about $25,000. The 
measures are currently about 25 percent 
complete, but should be fully in place by the 
end of the month, Jordan said. 

The changes will continue even if the 
foot-and-mouth outbreak is Europe is con- 
tained. 

The Clemson farms get about 1,000 visi- 
tors per year. All must pass inspection, 
including children on field trips, said Jim 
Fischer, dean of Forestry and Agriculture 
Research. 

“Given today’s travel, we don’t know 
where these kids have been,” he said. 
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@ Membership is 
down to three 


By SHAWN WEBSTER 
Contributing Reporter 


The NECC Student Senate, 
which usually includes 15 mem- 
bers, now has just three. 

It is this Student Senate that 
is responsible for proposing the 
budget for student clubs and 
activities. 

Dina Brown, coordinator of 
Student Activities and Orienta- 
tion, said the senate at North- 
ern Essex is “instrumental in 
the budget allocation proce- 


ae 
Participation in NECC Student Senate wanes 


dure,” also contributes to area 
community services. 

The Finance Committee, 
which is usually staffed with five 
members, is now working on a 
skeleton crew of three. 

Is the job getting done? Yes, 
but with two Senators not rep- 
resented in the Finance Com- 
mittee and a total of 12 open 
seats, there is a definite lack in 
the diversity of influences across 
the board. 

Brown said, “I would say there 
is diversity in age and ethnic 
background, but no representa- 
tion from the potential campus 
constituency.” 

While most seats are vacant 


due to reasons Brown said were 
related to “grades and students' 
lives,” many previous Senators 
were not attending the required 
meetings. The rule is: miss three, 
you are out and your seat is 
declared vacant. 

The meeting schedule was 
just revised this year to reduce 
the amount of meetings in a 
month by half; this means only 
two meetings a month. 

There is also a stipulation 
in constitution of the Student 
Government Association that 
says students wishing to par- 
ticipate in Student Senate must 
hold a 2.0 grade point average. 
The letter grade equivalent of 


a 2.0 is aC. 

While we are a community 
college and people do have lives, 
the workings ofthe Student Sen- 
ate are crucial to the funding of 
our clubs and activities. 

There is still time to make a 
difference. A seat on the Senate 
as a Student Trustee is being 
voted on May 15. If you are 
interested in the seat, get in 
touch with Dina Brown in Stu- 
dent Activities. 

Students should feel encour- 
age to get involved in the senate 
this fall to help Northern Essex 
Community College secure a 
sense of democracy in the work- 
ings of the school's bureaucracy. 


Three community colleges in Seattle are 
under fire after signing online textbook deal 


SEATTLE (AP) — Three community 
college systems broke the law and 
one may have been involved in an 
ethics violation in signing con- 
tracts with a fledgling online text- 
book service, state auditors say. 

In a report released last week 
in response to a whistleblower 
complaint, the auditor’s office con- 
cluded that Shoreline and Bellevue 
community colleges and the Com- 
munity Colleges of Spokane should 
have gone to the state Depart- 
ment of Information Services be- 
fore signing 30-year deals totaling 
$1.4 million with e-Werkz of Se- 
attle. 

State law requires approval 
from the department for technol- 
ogy purchases of more than 
$100,000, the auditors wrote. 

“We're dealing with a lot of 
public money in higher educa- 
tion,” auditor Brian Sonntag said. 
“Controls clearly were not in 
place.” 

Auditors also asked the state 
Executive Ethics Board to investi- 
gate an employment contract be- 


tween e-Werkz and former Shore- 
line President Gary Oertli, who 
left the two-year school in June to 
take an executive position at the 
online company. 

Three months before Oertli left 
Shoreline, the school signed a 
$350,000 contract with e-Werkz 
to develop a system for students 
to buy textbooks online or by tele- 
phone when registering for classes. 

Bellevue signed a $500,000 deal, 
and Spokane, which includes Spo- 
kane and Spokane Falls commu- 
nity colleges, approved a $551,000 
contract soon after Shoreline. 

Most schools in the nation sell 
textbooks online at much less ex- 
pense than e-Werkz charged, but 
e-Werkz offered greater services. 

E-Werkz was paid about a year 
ago, but students still cannot buy 
textbooks online. Administrators 
at Shoreline and Bellevue say the 
hangup stems mainly from out- 
dated computer systems at the 
colleges. 

The audit also found e-Werkz 
President Paul Mauel used an in- 


correct federal tax identification 
number in the contract with Shore- 
line. That matter has been cor- 
rected, but auditors referred the 
issue to the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice. 

Oertliand the colleges said they 
were advised by state assistant 
attorneys general that they did 
not have to go through informa- 
tion services agency because they 
were buying textbook services, not 
software. 

“If a college cannot rely on 
advice from its legal counsel, what 
is it to do?” Oertli asked. “It ap- 
pears that the attorney general’s 
office and auditors are having a 
disagreement and that another 
state agency, i.e., the community 
colleges, (is) caught in the middle.” 

Sonntag said the attorney 
general’s office reviewed the audit 
report. Mauel issued a statement 
that also defended the contracts. 
He would not comment on the tax 
issue. 

The ethics issue arose after 
Oertli hired Mauel as a consultant 


to help determine Shoreline’s re- 
quirements for an online book- 
store about the time that e-Werkz 
was being established. Based on 
those requirements, e-Werkz won 
the contract over two other bid- 
ders. 

Shoreline officials and Oertli 
said an independent panel chose 
e-Werkz for the contract. 

Oertli said e-Werkz approached 
him three months later about 
employment after getting the 
green light from the state ethics 
board, but the board’s executive 
director, Brian Malarky, said the 
panel was asked only about a hy- 
pothetical situation. 

State law restricts former state 
officials from accepting employ- 
ment with private companies with 
whom the officials have had direct 
influence in the award of a state 
contract within the previous two 
years. 

The board can assess civil fines 
of up to $5,000, void contracts and 
seek damages of up to three times 
the contract amount. 


ASU worker contracts Legionnaires’ disease 


JONESBORO, Ark. (AP) — A worker 
at Arkansas State University con- 
tracted Legionnaires’ disease, ap- 
parently while working on a cool- 
ing tower, the school announced 
last week. 

The legionella bacteria was con- 
fined to the cooling tower, and 
none of the air intakes at the 
building in question are near the 
cooling towers. Thus students and 
workers who did not enter the 
tower are not at risk of contract- 
ing the disease, said Jerrel Fielder, 
assistant vice president of facili- 
ties. 


The worker, Michael Sprinkle, 
is recovering at his home, the uni- 
versity said. The condition is treat- 
able and is not spread from person 
to person, and no other cases have 
been reported. 

Sprinkle initially had symptoms 
of pneumonia, but tests indicated 
Legionnaires’ disease, which is a 
form of pneumonia. 

Six other physical plant em- 
ployees who worked inside cool- 
ing towers in recent weeks under- 
went precautionary X-rays and 
blood tests, although none of the 
six have reported symptoms asso- 


ciated with the illness. 

Only physical plant workers 
have access to the towers. 

Legionnaires’ disease is spread 
through inhalation of mist from 
contaminated water. It was iden- 
tified at a 1976 American Legion 
convention in Philadelphia. 

To prevent a reoccurrence, the 
university is treating the towers 
to prevent bacteria from flourish- 
ing. 

An automated system will be 
employed to keep the towers clean. 

Tests in late March showed bac- 
terial concentrations outside the 


normal range in four cooling tow- 
ers on campus: those serving the 
College of Business; the Health, 
Physical Education and Sports Sci- 
ences Complex; the College of Ag- 
riculture; and the Chickasaw Build-, 
ing. 
Sprinkle had worked in three 
of those units, one of which is 
suspected as the likely source of 
his infection, the university said. 
ASU did not identify the suspect 
tower. 

Sprinkle has worked in ASU’s 
physical plant for four years. 


CU will continue to use lab dogs for experiments 


BOULDER, Colo. (AP) — The Uni- 
versity of Colorado medical school 
will continue using live dogs as 
part of a physiology class for first- 
year students, over protests from 
state legislators and animal rights 
groups. 

The CU Board of Regents said 
there is no replacement for live 


dogs. About 35 are used each year. 
The animals are anesthetized, vivi- 
sected, injected with medications 
and killed. 

“Humans are alive today be- 
cause of animal research,” Regent 
Bob Sievers said. “Protesters should 
not be allowed to reverse decades 
of human health.” 


Rep. Alice Madden, D-Boulder, 
told regents she would try to re- 
strict university funds next year if 
CU continues to buy dogs from 
Class B dealers. 

The designation by the U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture refers to 
animals used for a variety of pur- 
poses excluding those bred exclu- 


sively for research, which are Class 
A. 

People who support the ban 
say that 88 of 125 leading medical 
schools, including Johns Hopkins 
and the Mayo Medical School, teach 
physiology without experiment- 
ing on live dogs. 


Awards go to 
NECC history 
students 


The Social Sciences and Parale- 
gal Annual Awards were presented 
to NECC students on May 7. Four 
writing awards for an Outstand- 
ing Paper in a History course were 
presented to the following: Sarah 
Clough, Amanda Miller, Jeralyn 
Mason and Kevin Ralston. 

Jolene Bowers was presented 
with two awards: Outstanding Be- 
havioral Science Student and Out- 
standing Short Paper Essay in a 
Behavioral Science course. 

Joan Rogers was presented with 
the Legal Research and Writing I 
Award in the Paralegal Program. 


Thieves target 
textbooks at 
Iowa State U. 


AMES, Iowa (AP) — Textbooks are 
hot items for thieves at Iowa State 
University. 

Books are disappearing from 
the library and other public places, 
then showing back up at the cam- 
pus bookstores for cash. 

“Asignificant number of people 
are selling their books back at the 
same time, so it’s more difficult to 
track stolen books,” said Loras Jae- 
ger, ISU’s public safety director. 

ISU sophomore Dwana Brad- 
ley, 23, of Des Moines was charged 
with fifth-degree theft Friday after 
she allegedly stole books from at 
least four people in the library and 
tried to sell them to the bookstore. 

Lynette Seymour, general man- 
ager of the Iowa State University 
bookstore, said at least four people 
have been caught trying to return 
stolen books for cash. Students 
can get up to $50 per used book, 
depending on the subject and need. 


USD to provide 
Palm handheld 
computers 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) _ The Uni- 
versity of South Dakota of Vermil- 
lion said Wednesday it will pro- 
vide Palm handheld computers to 
a number of its students. 

The move is the first of its kind 
in the U.S. and puts USC at the 
forefront of mobile technology use 
on campuses. The decision, which 
will take effect for the 2001-2002 
academic year, will put handheld 
technology in the hands of about 
1,300 first-year undergraduate and 
first-year law and medical stu- 
dents. 

“The University of South Da- 
kota students live in a mobile so- 
ciety,” USD President James W. 
Abbott said in a news release. “We 
must provide a learning environ- 
ment using the latest technology 
so our students can take advan- 
tage of the benefits of anytime, 
anywhere learning to better pre- 
pare for the future. Palm’s mobile 
technology enables us to extend 
learning beyond the walls of class- 
rooms.” 


Thursday Evening 
May 17, 2001 
7:00 p.m. 
Student Center 
_ Northern Essex Community College 
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__ Arts & ENTERTAINMENT 


@ A first person account 
of what it’s like to 
continue doing something 
that helped shape who 
you are 


By AARON FOSS 


Opinion Editor 


The beginning 


was walking through the Spurk Build 
[= a few months ago and I saw a sign 

announcing that there would be tryouts 
for one-act student plays. I didn’t even 
know that NECC had a theater department 
until I saw the sign. I was eager to find out 
more about it. 

Iremembered being in the Actor’s Guild 
at Salem (N.H.) High School and how much 
fun it was. It was where I honed my dry 
sense of humor and where met some of my 
best friends (including the Butch to my 
Sundance, Matt Lacroix). 

It was great to get on the stage and just, 
for an hour or two, transform yourself into 
someone completely different. 

Everyone in high school had a group or 
clique that they will always remember be- 
ing a part of. The jocks on a football team 
and the student council. The self-proclaimed 
“band geeks” and the yearbook committee. 
However, for me, high school pride will 
always lie in the performances I had on the 
stage. 

I wondered if I should try out for the 
plays at NECC, knowing that sometimes 
trying to relive the past can be a bad thing. 

Since I was apprehensive about it, I 
talked to Matt, who was the one that intro- 
duced me to acting in high school. He told 
me he was joining the acting troupe at his 
college and urged me to go for it. After 
thinking it over (for about a minute) I 
decided to do it. 


The tryouts 


Just like in high school, I was way more 
nervous about the tryouts than I would be 
if] got a part and had to perform in front of 
people. 

When I got there it was like the butter- 
flies in my stomach had decided to simulta- 
neously throw up all over my insides. I 
didn’t know anybody. I had that weird 
feeling that most people get when they first 
meet a huge group of new people. 

On my left, there were two guys repeat- 
ing their favorite lines from “Scary Movie” 
and on my right was a kid in a leather 
cowboy hat, flipping around devil sticks. 
Did I really belong here? 

Noting that I was wearing cowboy boots 


_- with shorts and a Degeneration X T-shirt, I 


sab 


walked in anyway, I attributed my judging 
other’s people’s appearance to the nervous- 
ness that had formed the ball in my throat. 
I sat toward the back, probably hoping 
subconsciously that the director wouldn’t 
see me, letting me snake my way out of 
having to go up in front of people. Well 
guess what subconscious, it didn’t work. 
The first role I read for was for Master of 
_ The Obvious in “The League of Semi-Super- 
heroes,” a character that notes obvious 
things like “Hey, that phone is ringing!” 
and I remember screwing up pretty badly. 
So I went back to my seat, complete with 
puking butterflies and bruised ego, won- 
dering if Massachusetts would pass a bill 


Barer ox 


making it illegal for me to perform in any 
plays because of the shame I brought to the 
profession. 

Mercifully, the director of the play, Ryan 
Reynolds, took all the males into another 
room to audition since the cast of his play 
was mostly men. With only four other 
people in the room, it was much easier to 
focus on what I was doing. 

Next, I read for a character named Pushy 
Bob who Ryan said is just a big jerk to 
everybody. I thought to myself, “Cool, I can 
be a jerk, no problem!” 

So I read for he part of Pushy Bob, giving 
my most sarcastic tone of voice and mock- 
ing the other characters to the best of my 
ability. Ryan told me to stop reading and 
that I had the part. I was in. 


The rehearsals 


So I was Pushy Bob. I was a member of 
“The League of Semi-Super Heroes.” I still 
couldn’t believe that I had actually gotten a 
part. 

I wasn’t in the longest play and there 
were people who had gotten better roles, 
but I felt like I had won the freaking Oscar. 
I had done my best and had landed a role. 

Now as for the rehearsals, getting all six 
cast members and the director together for 
even an hour practice would be about as 
easy as counting presidential ballots in 
Florida. We all had homework to do, jobs to 
work, and classes to attend. 

When we actually had a chance to meet, 
we looked pretty bad the first couple weeks. 
We all had trouble getting into our charac- 
ters and some of us were missing more 
lines than would an Alzheimer’s patient. 

There was this big dramatic intro when 
all the superheroes would come out and 
pose, as well as a climax where the heroes, 
who are distraught over their lack of abili- 
ties, gain back their sense of power. 


All our movements were supposed to 
match up to the music that was playing at 
the time. We had worse choreography than 
N’Sync. 

Little by little, we learned the lines, we 
learned the music and the motions, and it 
ended up that we got really good at it. 

In fact, aside from Pushy Bob almost 
accidentaliy decapitating another super- 
hero, The Human Puddle, with a 2x4, we 
were pretty close to perfect. We grew as a 
cast and when it came time to perform, I 
was almost ready. 


Opening night 


Opening night was May 4. It had been 
almost a year since I had been in “Toys ‘R’ 
Alive,” my last high school play. I was 
apprehensive as hell, but I guess everybody 
was a little bit. It must just come with being 
an actor. 

Sol was nervous as hell. What could I do? 
I thought about it for a while and eventually 
ended up calling Matt. This kid is an amaz- 
ing actor. He’s probably my favorite actor 
after DeNiro. 

He’s played Satan, a Holocaust victim, 
the Sheriff of Nottingham, and a whole lot 
of others. He’s done it all. Matt said to 
concentrate on the character and try to 
think of how he would act. 

I came to NECC at 6 that evening to get 
into make-up which for me consisted of five 
o'clock shadow and a boat anchor tattoo. 
After I looked all “purty” I went to hang out 
with the rest of the cast. 

My tension was decreasing until we had 
to get our props and get back stage. “Damn, 
this is going to suck,” I thought to myself. 

So I tried to get into character by going 
through the play in my head. It was then 
when I realized that I had blanked out and 
couldn’t remember any of my lines. 


Ryan Reynolds photo 
THE LEAGUE OF SEMI-SUPER HEROES: (left to right) Aaron Foss (Pushy Bob),Charlotte Gulezian (Wabbit Woman), Brianna 
Berthiaume (Carol), Brian Burns-Fedele (The Human Puddle)(facepaint), Carlos Maldonado (Master of the Obvious), Tim Buxton 
(El Grande De Sayer De Nay). 


There I was, backstage and _ basically 
catatonic, trying to remember any word 
from anything I was supposed to say. When 
I couldn't, I tried to get into the Pushy Bob 
character, hoping something would come 
back to me. Nothing did. 

Then the music started playing for our 
intro. My mind felt like it was stretching 
and warping. 

I was on and when I saw the stage all the 
rehearsals and practices came flooding back 
to me. I remembered my lines! I was going 
to be awesome! I WAS PUSHY BOB! 

I mangled one of the most important 
lines. 


The aftermath 


I originally wrote this section of my 
story saying that I was ticked off about 
missing my line. I ranted on about how I 
wasn't sure if I wanted to act anymore 
because maybe my missed line was a sign 
that I should leave my acting days behind 
me. 

Well, I printed out a copy of the page to 
show to my castmates the last night of the 
show. The people who read it said it was 
funny; they said it’was good. While I’m glad 
they found those’ qualities in my writing, I 
was also going for honesty. So it’s time to be 
honest with myself. 

I’m writing this section of my story a day 
before the Observer goes to print. Just 24 
hours ago I didn’t know if I wanted to 
continue acting. Now, thanks to the advice 
of other actors, assurance that everyone 
sometimes screws up a line, I feel better 
about myself. I’m going to keep acting. 

Iespecially want to thank Ryan Reynolds, 
Charlotte Gulezian, and Jim Britigan for 
their advice. They are great actors and even 
greater people. See you guys on the stage. 
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@ A preview of the good, 
bad and ‘why bother’ of 
upcoming flicks 


hate summer 

movies. Kids 

are, out of 
school and they have 
money to burn. This 
also seems true for 
Hollywood. Sum- 
mer blockbusters 
have budgets that 
put NASA to shame 
and pretty people 
to look at. 

Summer is the 
perfect time to put 
movies out that no- 
body will care about in a week like sequels 
and action flicks. They all seem nice and 
they seem like a good time. And they are. 
But will you still love them tomorrow? 

Here is my little rundown of the big 
titles for the summer. I have categorized 
them for your pleasure and my own per- 
sonal entertainment. 

My first category is the “Why? Why?” 
category. When I saw the summaries for 
these films, “Why?” was the only word that 
popped into my mind. 

“The Animal” with Rob Schnieder heads 
up the list. After “Deuce Bigelow,” what is 
the point of continuing a career Rob? It is 
about a man who somehow acquires ani- 
mal instincts and body parts (PETA will love 
this one.) But I think that this movie is 
going to be the stinker of the summer. 

Then there is “Dr. Dolittle 2” I liked the 
first one, why ruin a good thing. I guess that 
the box-office success of “The Klumps” got 
to Disney’s head. But I still think you just 
cannot make sequels to cross-cultured re- 
makes of classic family movies. 

I also have a little category of movies 
that look fun. Of course, there are poten- 
tially good movies coming out this summer 
but I’m not seeing anything Oscar worthy. 

The star studded “Shrek” is making a big 
stir on the hype market but it also looks 
intriguing. The movie seems to be satiri- 
cally based on fairy tales and with it’s PG- 
rating it is coming across as more of a 
family movie than a kids novelty. 

Disney’s new animated feature “Atlantis” 
has great potential. Now that Disney pro- 
ducers are creating tales instead of rewrit- 
ing old ones the overall quality of their 
movies is improving. If you saw “The 
Emperor’s New Groove” you know what I 
mean. 

Australia’s hottest star since Mel Gibson, 
Heath Ledger, is coming back to the cin- 
emas as an aspiring knight in “A Knight’s 
Tale.” This movie has already gotten the 
approval of Rolling Stone magazine and the 
premise of the movie seems to take medi- 
eval movies beyond the historical vibe that 
most of this genre puts out. It will focus 
more on fun and action. 

Then there is the much-anticipated 
“Tomb Raider.” And let me tell you, as a 
video game geekI am totally there. Angelina 
Jolie takes on the role of millionaire adven- 
turer Lara Croft. She’s got brains, guns and 
a bod, and something tells me that this 
movie will surprise many people. 

Then there are the headlining special 
effect extravaganzas, all I have to say is with 
these budgets you could buy Congress. 

“The Mummy Returns” is the sequel to 
the great 1999 movie and will star Brendan 


Summer movies: big budgets, little quali 
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SHOWTIME: This summer, Paramount presents ‘“Tomb Raider,” Universal Pictures presents “The Mummy Returns,” Dreamworks 
presents “Shrek,” and Twentieth Century Fox presents “Planet of the Apes,” hoping for a blockbuster. 


Fraser and the screen debut of WWF wres- 
tler The Rock who will hopefully not take on 
a Hulk Hogan career. 

“Pearl Harbor” is the tribute to the sol- 
diers who fought the great battle on that 
forever infamous day. It is going to sport 
lots of planes and lots of explosions and a 
few teen heart-throbs to attract the younger 
audience. 


Then there is “The Fast And The Furi- 
ous.” All I have to say about this one is 
explosions, chase scenes and lots of beauti- 
ful, beautiful fast cars. 

Last, but not least is “Planet of the Apes,” 
My personal feeling is that this movie should 
have been left alone. Alas, one of my favor- 
ite directors picked it up, Tim Burton. What 
I have seen of this film looks like “Congo” 


meets “Harry and the Hendersons,” so we 
will see what happens with that. 

I hope that we all will pick our sum- 
mer movies responsibly this year. I am 
sick of movies that thrive on hype. Then 
in one or two years a sequel to that 
already disappointing movie is made, 
based on its box office success. You have 
been warned. 
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Horoscopes sy Miss ANNA 


Taurus: shakeup 
is long overdue 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) There seems 
to be changes afoot in regards to something 
which seems like an institution. The results 
of such a change will only benefit you — be 
ready to say yes. There will also be changes 
on a personal level, so learn acceptance. 

TAURUS: (April 21-May 21) New ideas 
need to be shared with others and im- 
proved. Your plans may upset a few estab- 
lished folks, but the whole shakeup is long 
overdue. It may be time to give your pri- 
mary love relationship a breather, love may 
not always overcome boredom. 

GEMINI: (May 22-June 21) If you feel the 
need for quiet and solitude, make a few 
compromises to meet your responsibilities, 
but try to stay out of the limelight. You may 
have the tendency to be over generous 
when money is concerned, and this may 
end up leaving you shorthanded. 

CANCER: (June 22-July 23) Use all avail- 
able resources in the most economic way 
possible in order to reach your goal. You 
might have to do some juggling, but the end 
result will be well worth it. Others just may 
be amazed at how much you've done with 
so little. Reorganization is a key. 

LEO: (July 24-Aug. 23) Diplomacy will no 
doubt be necessary if you want to preserve 
old friendships and support. If you assume 
a “better than you” attitude, it will defi- 
nitely aggravate those around you. Even 
though perfection is required, it will be 
impossible. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) Try to resist 
any type of manipulation or suggestion 
that will try to get you to give more time or 
money than you have. If you stand up for 
yourself it will give you a feeling of success 
which will have great impact on your con- 
fidence. Stay on equal footing with a loved 


one. 


LIBRA: (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You have lots to 
give and share with those you love. And this 
giving will create a sudden appreciation for 
family members and good friends. Doing 
your work this week because it is your duty 
and your job will bring about some marvel- 
lous results for you. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Another’s 
loss will definitely be your gain. Use your 
good fortune on substance and not fluff. 
Someone of authority can help you build a 
strong foundation for successful future 
plans. Wise management is going to be 
absolutely essential to accomplish what 
you want. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) A love 
relationship may seem to be on the rocks. 
Temporary separation may be needed to 
bring this coupling a happy ending. Your 
trust needs to be renewed, because old 
slights are very hard to forget. Share your 
ideas and problems with a close friend. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) Any in- 
vestments, especially in the area of real 
estate or health, will probably provide you 
with excellent returns. Make sure to com- 
municate clearly with experts in these fields 
before making any decisions. Don’t blame 
yourself for any financial difficulties. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) If you feel 
like you are sitting on top of the world, it is 
all thanks to your own efforts. Don’t forget 
the hard work which has gotten you to this 
point. You need to remain diligent in order 
to stay in step with any future develop- 
ments. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20-March 20) Memories 
may set you off. Use what you have learned 
from them to help you with any present 
difficulties. Unrealistic expectations on your 
part may be to blame for feeling that some- 
one close to you has let you down — give in 
a little. 


Parting thoughts on America's great music: jazz 


@ The only recognition 
jazz gets today is in the 
sleeves of hip-hop records 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


It is the Monday before the release of the 
final issue of the NECC Observer, my last 
issue. I spent the morning at home watch- 
ing the American Movie Classics Channel; 
there was Nat King Cole in his famous 
movie St. Louis Blues. 

Nat played the role of W.C. Handey, the 
man who pioneered jazz’s rise to popularity 
in the United States. It made me think 
about my first and last year on the Ob- 
server. I have done a lot of music and movie 
reviews but I never, ever touched on my 
love in life, jazz. 

I really like rock music and techno, hip- 
hop and others. When I write reviews I like 
to review music that is helping to advance 
the status of particular styles. I totally had 
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forgotten about JAZZ! Of all things in the 
world, I got so caught up in being current 
that I overlooked my favorite art form. 

I will always stand up and look at jazz as 
the one true American art form. 

W.C. Handey, Duke Ellington, Count 
Basie, Louis Prima, Louis Armstrong, Glen 
Miller, Frank Mantooth, The Gershwins, 
Sinatra. .. the list goes on. We all love some 
aspect of it. Some of us embrace it, some of 
us deny it. 

On the way too school I listened to the 
band Soul Coughing, they are known for 
their highly rhythm-based songs. Tied tightly 
to jazz, Soul Coughing took their music in 
infinite directions. Then I thought about 
the short-lived swing revolution and Brian 
Setzer. What happened to these things? 
Jazz is the greatest form of expression in 
the world. Why is it forbidden from becom- 
ing successful in today’s market? Seeing 
only hip-hop, pop and rock on the main- 
stream as muchas I like it, lots of this music 
hangs around like a fad for a month or two 
until the next band comes up. This rotation 
is harsh. 


Po 


Yet underneath this music war, jazz 
leads its life under the radar with acts like 
Nnenna Freelon, Cassandra Wilson and Van 
Morrison even. They are all outstanding 
these days but no one gives the jazz and 
blues artists of today their due. 

The only recognition that any jazz per- 
former gets today is in the sleeves of hip- 
hop records where you can find some jazz 
samples ripped apart and their integrity 
destroyed for a meager couple bucks in 
royalties. 

I guess what I want to say is: you all 
know it is out there. The fact is that a form 
of music that people fought so hard for in 
the history of America is now dying out and 
fading again. 

There is a lot out there that people are 
missing that they will like, and one of my 
aims as the Arts Editor of this paper was to 
bring attention to new things and give 
great music a shot. 

I'll just leave you with the hope that this 
article has done its job. 
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Redford’s bet on Sundance Channel proves winner 


@ After five years on TV, 
independent film channel 
has 10 million subscribers 


By LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — In 1996, Robert Redford 
bet that movie buffs were eager for more 
independent fare on television and put his 
golden trademark on the line with the 
Sundance Channel. 

“There are audiences starved out there 
for new product and more diversity and 
more to choose from,” Redford said then. 
“Obviously, if ’'m wrong I'll be wrong in a 
big way.” 

Five years later, the channel is celebrat- 
ing an anniversary and a growth spurt that 
has brought it to the 10 million mark in 
subscribers. The cachet of the Sundance 
name-—secured by the Sundance Film Festi- 
val—and changes in technology and the 
film industry helped power its growth. 

Last year, the channel saw a 70 percent 
increase in subscribers, according to indus- 
try analyst Paul Kagan Associates. 

The upgrading of cable systems to digi- 
tal transmission has increased transmis- 
sion capacity and allowed operators to offer 
more channels, benefiting newcomers like 
Sundance. 

Meanwhile, the theatrical marketplace 
began to favor fewer and more profitable 
(read: mainstream) independent films, cre- 
ating a void for diehard indie film fans. 

That, in turn, meant an opportunity for 
fledgling Sundance. 

Liz Manne, an executive at Sundance, 
said the channel has capitalized on it by 
virtue of its dedication to innovative film- 
making. 

“Sometimes I look at our program guide 
when it’s just been printed up and I go, 
‘Wow, that’s a pretty amazing collection of 
films,”’ Manne said. 

The Sundance lineup ranges from mov- 
ies that enjoyed successful theatrical runs, 
such as “Being John Malkovich,” to “or- 
phan” films going begging for distribution 
to documentaries and shorts. 


Robert Redford 


There are film festivals, including the 
fourth annual “Out Loud” showcase for 
gay-themed movies that begins June 1 and 
includes 2000’s acclaimed “Chuck & Buck” 
from Miguel Arteta on June 22. 

Sundance has mostly proven a comple- 
ment to the more established Independent 
Film Channel, which shows new films but 
also draws on its extensive library to em- 
phasize classic and foreign movies. 

But Sundance and IFC, which had an 
estimated 17 million subscribers last year, 
do tread on the same turf. 

A Sundance partnership with a com- 
pany that is creating DVD editions of works 
by Ingmar Bergman, Akira Kurosawa, 
Federico Fellini and others, is raising the 
channel’s classic film quotient. 

The 13-week series featuring films from 
the collection begins June 7 with 
“L’Avventura” (1960) from Michelangelo 
Antonioni. 

Both Sundance and IFC have placed in- 
creasing emphasis on creating programs 
that illuminate the filmmaking world, such 
as IFC’s new series “IFILM@IFC,” a weekly 
half-hour show (8 p.m. EDT Monday) focus- 
ing on independent films in theaters and 
on the Internet. 

Sundance’s “Conversations in World 
Cinema,” which has profiled directors in- 
cluding Jane Campion and Ang Lee, shifts 
from a monthly to a weekly series June 7. 


Host Richard Pena opens the fourth season 
with Milos Forman. 

June also marks the debut of “Anatomy 
ofa Scene,” a Sundance monthly series that 
examines the creation ofa new feature film 
from the point of view of the director, 
cinematographer and other key contribu- 
tors. 

The 7:30 p.m. EDT (23:30 GMT) Sunday 
series opens with actors Jennifer Jason Leigh 
and Alan Cumming and others discussing a 
scene from the dark comedy “The Anniver- 
sary Party.” 

Sundance Channel is owned and oper- 
ated independent of the Sundance Institute 
and festival founded by actor-director Redford. 
He remains involved “creatively and strategi- 
cally” with the channel, Manne said. 

Manne, who co-founded indie film dis- 
tributor Fine Line Pictures in 1990 and left 
three years ago to become the channel’s 
executive vice for programming and market- 
ing, said her switch to TV was driven by 
emotion. 

In recent years, as the market recog- 
nized that small films had moneymaking 
potential, big studios swallowed up inde- 
pendent film companies and the distribu- 
tion balance shifted toward movies with 
mass appeal. 

“For me, as a film lover, it became too 
often a place of heartbreak and great films 
being left out in the cold. What I found in the 
television environment is that it is a very 
democratic medium,” Manne said. 

For a relatively small sum—Sundance 
Channelis generally offered to cable custom- 
ers as part of a “premium channel” package 
and is also part of satellite packages—viewers 
can sample films that might go begging in 
theaters. 

Sundance has the freedom to give un- 
known, untested filmmakers a platform and 
to provide an outlet for short films and 
documentaries that often are seen only at 
film festivals, Manne said. 

The channel shows about 500 titles a year. 

“We may not get filmmakers their huge 
Friday review in The New York Times or Los 
Angeles Times they were looking for from a 
theatrical release,” Manne said, “but we get 
them eyeballs on their movies, exposure for 
their career and a loving audience.” 


Hotror writer and Beat poet make news in world of letters 


@ King not a plagiarist 


UTICA, N.Y. (AP) — Horror writer Stephen 
King’s novel “Desperation,” was not “a par- 
ticularly good read,” but it didn’t plagiarize 
a college teacher’s work, a federal judge 
said in dismissing a lawsuit. 

U.S. District Judge David Hurd was a 
tough critic of both the work of King, whom 
he calls “a somewhat well-known author of 
novels and screenplays,” and of Christina 
Starobin, an adjunct professor at Ulster 
Community College, who filed the lawsuit. 
Hurd filed the decision on April 17 from his 
chambers in Utica. 

King has written more than 30 books, 
many of which have been made into mov- 
ies. “Desperation” was a New York Times 
best seller. 

“Both the plaintiffs unpublished manu- 
script and King’s novel were read ‘cover to 
cover.’ This reading of a work by King was 
a first. Also, no other work of the plaintiff 
had ever been read. Quite frankly, neither 
work was a particularly good read,” Hurd 
wrote. 

Starobin, of Saugerties, N.Y., copyrighted 
her unpublished manuscript, “Blood Eter- 
nal,” in 1995. She sent the book to one 
editor at Penguin Putnam, Inc., and after 


making suggested revisions, submitted it 
to another editor there on June 10, 1996. 
After unsuccessfully inquiring about the 
status of the book, she asked for it to be 
returned. 

King’s “Desperation,” published by Pen- 
guin Putnam, was copyrighted on Sept. 18, 
1996, and Starobin received her manuscript 
two days later. 


@ Ferlinghetti honored 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Beat poet Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti, a San Francisco legend, has 
been honored by the city’s southern neigh- 
bor. 

Ferlinghetti received the Los Angeles 
Times’ Robert Kirsch Award last week for 
his five-decade body of work. 

Steve Wasserman, Times book editor, 
described Ferlinghetti as “an exemplary 
bookseller, poet, publisher, bohemian and 
indefatigable mischief-maker who has 
sought assiduously to defy convention while 
bringing pleasure and joy to readers every- 
where.” 

The 82-year-old founded and co-owns 
San Francisco’s City Lights Bookstore, con- 
sidered a birthplace of the beatnik move- 
ment of the 1950s. In 1957, Ferlinghetti and 
an associate were arrested on obscenity 


charges after City Lights published and sold 
Allen Ginsberg’s graphic poem “Howl” to 
an undercover police officer. 

The two were acquitted, but the trial and 
the bookstore’s practice of featuring books 
and holding readings by writers far outside 
the mainstream put San Francisco on the 
literary map. ~ 


Haverhill 


Conveniently located at 
Routes 110 & 125 
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@ Japanese sensation 
Ichiro Suzuki is the 
early favorite but 
Shea Hillenbrand is 
deserving 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


After a month of the 2001 Ma- 
jor League Baseball season, two 
players have emerged as early 
contenders for American League 
Rookie of the Year. The Japanese 
sensation Ichiro Suzuki of the 
Seattle Mariners is the early fa- 
vorite for the award, with Shea 
Hillenbrand of the Red Sox also 
in early contention. 

Ichiro is the front runner for 
the award at this point because 
of his play and because of the 
publicity he’s receiving for be- 
ing the first Japanese position 
player to play in the Major 
Leagues. 


Professional 


By AARON FOSS 
Opinion Editor 


The world of professional wres- 
tling is a magic place. 

The heroes of this world walk 
proudly to the ring, theme music 
blaring from huge speakers, and 
delivering scripted remarks to the 
delight of the audience. They preen 
themselves, perched on the turn- 
buckle like a bird of prey. They 
wrestle each other, trading clothes- 
lines, atomic drops and gorilla 
presses, fighting tooth and nail. 
Finally, a wrestler hits his devas- 
tating finisher, like the Twist of 
Fate or The People’s Elbow, covers 
his opponent, and scores a pinfall 
winning the match. He makes his 
way to the backstage area where 
the bookers tell him if he will win 
or lose the next night. 

However, this world is just like 
any other. Sometimes tragedy will 
strike the hero, knocking him from 
his perch of greatness. Nobody 
knows when the fall will end or 
how hard the collision will be. 
Sometimes it can be deadly. 

While wrestling is obviously 
scripted and rehearsed, the men 
who bring the characters to life 
are very real. They bruise when 
they get punched and they bleed 
when they get hit. 

They get into the squared circle 
to do what they love: entertain 
their fans. They go in knowing 
that they can get hurt, but do it 
anyway because they love the busi- 
ness. 

The physical and emotional life 
of a professional wrestler can 
sometimes be dealt a devastating 
blow by the business. Injuries are 
numerous and many careers are 
cut short because of a freak acci- 
dent. The following are some of 
the tragedies that have occurred 
to some of our favorite heroes. 

Owen Hart—The career of the 


Rookie of the Year speculation starts early 


Ichiro has compiled some im- 
pressive statistics thus far, and 
is proving that he can handle 
Major League pitching. Though 
this is his first MLB season, he 
played nine seasons in Japan for 
the Orix Blue Wave. He won the 
Japanese batting title seven con- 
secutive seasons and won three 
MVP awards, so he is hardly a 
traditional rookie. 

On the other’ hand 
Hillenbrand is as much a rookie 
as can be. Before this,season 
Hillenbrand had never played 
baseball above the double-A level. 
Hillenbrand skipped over triple- 
A, by having an excellent spring 
training and making it onto the 
Major League roster with the Red 
Sox. He has not stopped his ex- 
cellent play and is quietly mak- 
ing his case for rookie of the 
year by producing surprising 
numbers at the plate while also 
playing solid in the field. 

The two players have similar 
batting statistics, and both are 
on first place teams. The fact 


wrestling is 


late Owen Hart was one of the 
most spectacular in wrestling his- 
tory. Hart held numerous titles in 
the World Wrestling Federation 
during his career, including the 
Tag Team, Intercontinental, and 
European Titles. In many fans 
minds, his feuds with his brother 
Bret and Degeneration X made for 
some of the best matches of all 
time. Tragically, on May 23,1999, 
Hart was involved in an accident 
that ended his life. At the WWF 
Over the Edge pay-per-view, Hart 
was supposed to descend from the 
rafters of the Kemper City Arena 
dressed as The Blue Blazer, his 
wrestling alter ego. After lowering 
a few yards, Hart’s harness prema- 
turely released, causing him to fall 
more than 70 feet to the ring be- 
low and strike his head on a turn- 
buckle post. Hart was transported 
toa local medical facility where he 
was later pronounced dead. He left 
behind his wife, Martha, and chil- 
dren, Oje and Athena. 

Darren Drozdov—Drozdov be- 
gan his athletic career playing foot- 
ball for the University of Mary- 
land. He was drafted by the Denver 
Broncos after college, but failed to 
make a big impression. After leav- 
ing football, Drozdov made his 
way to the WWF where he quickly 
became a fan favorite because of 
his eccentric personality and abil- 
ity to vomit at will. 

Known as “Puke” and “Droz” 
during his short WWF career, 
Drozdov was being pushed by book- 
ers and was soon supposed to cap- 
ture the federation’s European 
Title. Unfortunately, in a freak 
accident while wrestling at a house 
show, Drozdov was dropped on 
the back of his neck by his oppo- 
nent D’Lo Brown. The blow to his 
neck caused paralysis and he is 
still in a wheelchair nearly two 
years after the accident. “Droz” 
hopes to someday walk again. 


Photo courtesy Boston Red Sox/Scott Martin/AP 
The Boston Red Sox rookie Shea Hillenbrand should be a leading candidate for 


the American League Rookie of the Year. 


that Ichiro has so much experi- 
ence and Hillenbrand has so 
little experience, should be a 
key factor in the rookie of the 
year voting, as long as the two 


players continue to produce the 
impressive and similar numbers 
that they have so far. 

It is a little early to be talk- 
ing about rookie of the year, 


but the publicity surrounding 
Ichiro will no doubt start those 
talks soon and also start the de- 
bate of whether or not Ichiro 
should be considered a rookie. 
Though the debate may start up, 
the voters for the award have 
shown in the past that they vote 
using the players performance 
and not his previous background. 
In 1995, Hideo Nomo was voted 
Nationa] League Rookie of the 
Year despite his previous base- 
ball experience in Japan. 

This year’s vote however may 
be different because Hillenbrand 
has so little experience and vot- 
ers should recognize how hard it 
is to jump from double-A base- 
ball to Major League baseball. 

If both players stay consistent 
and end the season with similar 
numbers, my vote would have to 
go to Hillenbrand because of his 
unexpected success at the Major 
League level, and I hope that the 
voters would agree that in this 
case the previous experience 
should be the deciding factor. 


sometimes more real than you think 


Photo courtesy Brethart.net 


The late, great pro wrestler Owen Hart died doing what he loved to do. 


Brian Armstrong—Known to 
fans as “The Road Dogg Jesse 
James” Armstrong was booked as 
one half of The New Age Outlaws, 
a fan favorite tag team. His 
“Dogghouse” of fans cheered him 
for his antics on the microphone 
and his ability to perform in the 
ring. 

Sadly, Armstrong couldn’t keep 
his life together with the rigors of 
the professional wrestling life. He 


was fined and suspended several 
times for abuse of drugs and pain- 
killers. Earlier this year Armstrong 
was terminated from his WWF 
contract because of his failed at- 
tempts at cleaning himself up. 
Along with the drug addiction he 
was fighting, Armstrong has re- 
cently filed for divorce. Armstrong 
recently sold two hours of his 
time on eBay because of his lack 
of money. 


Mick Foley—Foley is one of the 
most loved wrestlers of all time. 
Through his personas of Mankind, 
Dude Love, and Cactus Jack, Foley 
has ensured himself a place in 
wrestling history through his tire- 
less effort to please the fans by 
putting his own body on the line. 
In 1998, Foley was involved in a 
Hell in a Cell match, which con- 
sists of putting a 30-foot high steel 
cage around the ring for the wres- 
tlers to use as a weapon. 

During the match, Foley was, 
by his own choice, thrown from 
the top of the cage into a table 
below. Because he didn’t tell the 
WWF ring crew of his plans, there 
was no padding to break his fall. 
Later in the match, he took an 
unscripted fall through the cage 
and landed center of the ring. Medi- 
cal officials tried to tell Foley to 
stop, but he continued fighting the 
match because, in his own words” 
he didn’t want to upset the fans.” 

Foley has appeared on televi- 
sion in commercials and wrote an 
autobiography which reached #1 
on The New York Times bestseller 
list. 

Unfortunately, Foley’s body has 
not been able to keep up with his 
passion to please his fans. After 
wrestling actual matches in Japan 
on thumbtacks, broken glass, 
barbed wire, and C-4 explosives, 
and wrestling for 4 years in the 
WWI, he is now burned, missing 
his left ear and almost unable to 
walk. His eight major concussions 
have left him sometimes unable to 
remember his address or his 
children’s names. 

Although the world of profes- 
sional wrestling is predetermined 
and the characters are the cre- 
ations of the hired writers, the 
men who portray them can some- 
times have the same problems that 
anyone does. Sometimes, even he- 
roes are defeated. 
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Spring Jam proved to be a jammin’ festival 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 


Features Editor 


HHH, spring is in the air, 

and the flowers are in full 

bloom. Summer is in the 
air, too, and students are craving 
the days of sunbathing and base- 
ball games. 

NECC recognized the mood of 
leisure activities and spring fever 
with a festival. Spring Jam took 
place April 25 inside and outside 
of the Sport and Fitness Center’s 
D-building. 

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., stu- 
dents engaged in sand art cre- 
ations, wax hand making, Twister 
games, crafts and a baseball con- 
test. The students also received 
many free things including pop- 
corn, snowcones and visors. 

The event was fun for students 


and faculty, or those in need of a 
break before the stress of finals. 

This event was led by the ath- 
letic department as well as the 
student activities unit at NECC. 
Athletics put on such activities as 
a baseball game in which students 
had two pitches before they 
guessed their speed. 

Perhaps the most interesting ac- 
tivitywas students placing theirhands 
in hot wax to make sculptures of 
their hands in various colors. 

So as the 2000-01 school year 
has rounded the bend, students 
came to celebrate a year completed. 

Now, students have to jump 
back on the mill of cram time and 
focus on finals. Although spring is 
here, school has not yet ended. 

It is almost over, so good luck. 
Don’t forget your finals schedule, 
and don’t forget to study! 


STRIKE A POSE: Al Martone stops eating his 
snow cone to smile for the camera. 


Tricia Hamblet 
photos 


THIS IS FUN: Students give their added touch to hats created at Spring 


Jam. 


MAKING ART: Jessica Hamilton and Julianna Garcia enjoy creating sand 
art in a bottle as they dream of the hot sand and the beach. 


